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ſhip with us; and truly our fellowſhip is with the Father and with his Son Jeſus 
Chriſt, d Fn x 1, JOHN i, 3. 


To the lew unt to 
there is no ligkein d them, ISAIAH viil, 20 


i ſtatuit inaudi ta 
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IGNORANCE and ENTHUSIASM. 


WILLIAM, LORD: BISHOP OF CHESTER. 5 


That which we have ſeen and heard, declare | we unto ou, that ye alſo may have fellows | 


the teſtimony: if they * not according to this word, it is n 2 
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THE Mir Har leave to apprize 

the Reader, that in the term Methodi/t he 
includes only the followers of the Rer. 
Jon and Charles Weſley, and their ſuc- 
ceſſors in the miniſtry ; not but what he 
- conſiders the ſucceſſors of Mr. Whitfield 
as worthy of the name, and that they 
can be as eaſily vindicated ; only, as he 
is not fo well acquainted with their miniſ- 
ters and people, as with the others, he 

does not account himſelf as competent 
to undertake their defence. Beſides, ſince 
the writing of the following Reply, he 
has ſeen the Sermon in queſtion, ably 
reviewed, and impartially condemned, in 
the Evangelical Magazine for March 1795; 
which is conducted by a Society of 
miniſters of the ſame — as the 

| late” Rev. George MRS... 
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F EETHODLISM: 


e b, Sc. 


FE W weeks ſince your Sermon on MeTHopisM 
1 attracted my notice; and from its title, I ſeriouſly 


and faithfully ſtated; that thereby the public might be 


Intereſt of Chriſtianity, and the Welfare of Society.” 


blinded your underſtanding, as to cauſe you thus to conceal 
the truth, and thus ſeriouſly to argue from falſe premiſes; 
thereby darkening © counſel by words without knowledge,” 


G&clareth, He that anſwereth a matter, before he heareth, 
or underſtandeth, it, it is folly and ſhame unto him.” 


7 , a 4 " 


T hat 


and ſubjecting yourſelf to the cenſure of the Wiſe- man, Who 


| hoped to have ſeen the doctrines thereof impartially conſidered, 
enabled to judge, « how far Methodiſm conduces to the 
But will you pardon me, when I declare it to be quite 


the reverſe : and that nothing but a want of better infor- 
mation (I will not attribute it to prejudice) could have ſo 
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That! might avoid this diſagreeable predieament, I care. 
fully peruſed your Sermon a ſecond and a third time, before 
I offered to take up my pen with an intention of anſwering 
it. And, that my judgment might not be biaſed by the 
impreſſion which the firſt reading left on my mind, my 
future examinations were after a conſiderable interval of 
time. | 


"Lk me alſo apprize you, that nothing but an aſſurance that 

« Truth is great, and will prevail,” | 

could have emboldened me to enter the liſts with a Maſter 
in Iſrael, and to combat with him on hallowed ground, 
Added to this aſſurance, I have a firm dependance on the 
aſſiſtance of the Holy Spirit of that gracious God, whom 

I wiſh in this, and every other work, faithfully to ſerve 
and humbly to obey, With his affiſtance, I fear not but 
I ſhall be enabled to prove, to the conviction of every un- 
prejudiced mind, that MeTHoDISM is not indebted to Igno- 
rance for its foundation, any more than to Enthuſiaſm for 
its ſupport; for to theſe two charges tend all the * 
in the Sermon now under conſideration. 


2 Kev. ga if you had a deſire to be ingenuous and ex- 
plicit, you ought in the beginning of your diſcourſe to have 
defined the term Mxrhopisu; that your readers might 
have known, the characters about to be arraigned before 
them. But inſtead of this, you immediately prepoſlels 
our minds with the idea of their being a ſe, a dangerous 
" diviſion, deliberately exciting ſchiſm in the church; which 
gives us, as clear a proof of the impoſſibility of your impar- 
tially conſidering the ſubject before you, as of your want of 
zudgment in ſelecting thoſe words of St. Paul for your text, 
which certainly are not applicable to. the import of your! 
Sermon. | 
| It 
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It is evident, from the terms ſer, ſchiſm, diviſion, &c, 
which you make uſe of in your introduction, that you con- 
ſder the METHoDISTSs as Seceders, Sectuaries and Schiſ- 


matics; a diſtin party from, rather than © a dangerous 
diviſion in the «© eſtabliſhed Church, * 2g you afterwards 
expreſs yourſelf. - Now, that the Apoſtle was not exhort- 


ing ſuch perſons in 1 Cor. i. 10, © to ſpeak the mw thing, N 
and that there be no (cνʒ·y ) ſchiſms among you,” is clear, 
for this word confeſſedly meaneth rent, breach or ſeparation, 


and is ſo tranſlated by the Latins, & non ſint inter vos diflidiaz”? 
i. e. not a perſonal diſunion, but a contrariety in mind; 
judgment, and probably in fection alſo; as clearly appears 


from the latter clauſe of the verſe, « but that ye be perfectly | 


jrined together in the ſame mind, and in the ſame judgment.” 

Therefore, if you are right in your deſcription of the M- 
THODISTS, they are not included in the cenſure of the 
Apoſtle, for in page 11, you ſpeak of them as thoſe © who 
went out. from among us; and conſequently are not, in 
your judgment, in the Church giving one Preacher the pre- 
ference of another, and ſeparated in opinion while outward- 


ly united in church-fellowſhip; as was the caſe with the 


Corinthians in the chapter from whence your text is taken. 
Beſides, it appears that you do not conſider, that the 
Apoſtle was not addrefling himſelf in the words of your text, 
to profeſſors and profane, to believers and unbelievers; (as 
muſt be the caſe, if we ſuppoſe the paſſage to be applicable 
to the ſeparation of the METHoprsTs from the members 
of the eſtabliſhed Church in general,) for the Epiſtle to the 
Corinthians is directed to “ them that are ſanctiſſed in 
Chrift Feſus: ( that in every thing are enriched by 
him in all utterance and in all knowledge.” Now, if the 
words be well choſen and proper for the ſubject before you, 
the Apoſtle gives his benediction, not only unto thoſe who 


Us 9 FIG to be ſamts,” but alſo unto Dunkards, Liars, 
B 5 | . Swearers, 
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6 Methodifm' Vindicated. 
unto you, and peace from God our Father and from the Lord 


8 contrary to the word, will, and nature of the Almighty, 
And ee W d be e 


certained) i is juſt, if we remark that it is no- where apparent, 
is made of God unto us wiſdom, righteouſneſs, ſanctiſſcatiom and 
the hiſtory of Chriſtianity will convince us, that it has been 


uniformly oppoſed by the power of intereſt and miſrepre- 


appear, that even the Rev. Mr. Clapham is © prone to 


| a ſincere and ſteady diſpoſition :** which heaven-born paſ- 
| ſion, I hope, I ſhall manifeſt throughout the examination ot 
, your diſcourſe, | | 


tions contained in youf Sermon, we will, 
| F IRST, _ Attempt to prove that Mrhopisu is not 


Swearers, Sabbath-breakers, &c. ſaying to them, & Grace // 


Jeſus Chriſt. Who ſhall confirm you unto the end; that - 
may be blameleſs in the day of our Lord Feſus Chriſt!“ This 


oh, ee of Fa FF oat (after its object is ag- 


that St. Paul exhorted the Corinthians © to ſubmit to i 
authority,” but unto the authority of Chriſt Jeſus, © wh, 


redemption. And alſo, we can as fully aſſent unto your in- 
troductory obſervation, that c the ſlighteſt acquaintance with 


ſented by the clamour of ignorance; for we truſt it will 


meaſure its deſign by his own narrow prejudices, and ac- 
commodate its language to the purpoſes of vain and uſzlck 
contention” though you acknowledge; © in the diſcuſſion 
of religious ſubjeQs, every difficulty is increaſed by a con- 
tentious temper, whilſt, every advantage is heightened by 


| That we may give the ſubject bester us the fulleſt in- 


veſtigation, as well as anſwer the arguments and obſerva- 


indebted to Ignorance for its foundation. 
SxconDLY, That Mzrhopism is not ee by 
E ee 3 and, 


£ x 


Aon „ mdr, 


Methodifmn Vindicated. 7 
YHIRDLY, That MErHoODISM is pure Chriſtianity : and 
Religion and the Welfare of Society. 

Unie oy fir/l general head, namely, “ That MrTrao- 
p1$M is not indebted to [-norance for its foundation,” it 


will be neceſſary to enquire, 
iſt, What is METHoDISM?. 


or 'ENGLAND; and | 
xy Is un ddubible from the word of Gop? 


Before we enter on the dies, 18 generous aſſertion, 
it the commencement of your diſcourſe, demands ſome 
perverſe cavils, and outrageous reproaches. In whatever 


view you [conſider it, you are from that moment abhorred, 


uncandid as it is untrue. Should you not have proved 
the evils conſequent on their doctrines, before you con- 


Is it not as cruel as fora Judge to premiſe to a jury, convened 
to bring in a verdict on a trial for felony, that to his know- 
ledze the priſoner deſerved to be hanged for other crimes ? 


We muſt ſuppoſe that the METHoDIsTs are not ſo inſuſ- 


or deſpiſe, or pity the perſon who conſiders their doctrines 
in a favourable light; they ſurely would not return his pre- 


NINE? N 


1 


conſequently conducive to the Intereſts of 


2dly, Wherein does Megraopio differ from the Chuan 


notice. Vou ſay, that “ the moſt candid inveſtigation "a 
Methodifm has always provoked from its profeſſors the moſt. 


or deſpiſed, or pitied by the whole ſociety.” This, Sir, is as 


demned the whole body in ſuch an unqualified cenſure? 


ceptible of flattery, or if you pleaſe, of truth, as to abhor, 
dilections with & the moſt perverſe cavils a nen 


Can I expect pardon, if I declare that I cannot be- 
lere the next aſſertion: ; that you © have been repeatedly 
| told 


8 Methodiſm Vindicated. 


told by s of their mo/t diſtinguiſbed members, that could 
they even be convinced that Methodiſm is a deluſion, it is 
ſo pleaſing and ſo comfortable, they would ſtill continue in 
it.” You here ſhould have inſerted their names; for as it 
now ſtands; it will obtain little credit with thoſe acquaint. 
with the body of METHoDISTs at large, and leſs with thoſ: 
who have had the honour of an intimacy with their 2 


di phos neter the Rev. Meſs. Wefley's, Dr. Coke, de 
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Theſe inſinuations Seb us no high opinion of the ſin- 
+ | ectity which you profefs in the following lines.“ We will 
diveſt ourſelves of every prejudice. (No eaſy taſk I aſſure 
you.) We will not withhold from them that juſtice which we 
wiſh to receive at their hands. We will confider fairly and 
impartiaily how far their tenets promote the intereſts of 
Chriſtianity—how far they conduce to the real welfare of 
Society, as we believe it will appear, when the ſecrets ot 
all hearts ſhall be diſcloſed, and when every good man, of 
Whatever perſuaſion, ſhall have praiſe'of God.“ * Then Sir, 
why do you rail againſt, and may I not fay revile the Me- 
_ THoDISTS, if it matters not what perſuaſion we embrace? 
But to procced to the YEE before us. 


* 


e is rde DisM? 
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This queſtion has been aſked a thoutana times; and has 
generally been anſwered in three words, Euthuſiaſin, Hand- 
How our Rev. Friend ſteers clear; in this ſentence, of the xvili 
Art. of the CHURCH OF ENGLAND, i is, perhaps, beſt known (0 him- 
felf; for that declares, They alſo are to be had accutſed, that pre- 
ſume to ſay, that every man ſhall be ſaved by the Law or Sect, which. 
be profeſſeth, ſo chat he be diligent to frame his life according to 
i that Law, and the Light of Nature. For the holy Scripture doth 
ſet out unto us only the Name of Jeſus Chriſt, whereby men mult 
be ſaved.“ | 


7993 


\ ticiſm 
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nei Madneſs. But ſuch a definition · will not vas ; in our 
day; we muſt have evidence, reaſon, and proof, before we 
can condemn this, or any other ſyitem of religion. Though - 
it has frequently been fo replied to, there have not, at the | = 
ſame time been wanting clear elucidations of the matter; and | 
therefore we have only to repeat what others have ſaid, or 1 
written on the ſubject, | 


MgTHODISM does not conſiſt altogether in a ſet of Ny 
. rizht opinions or Orthodoxy ; for theſe its profeſſors believe 
to be only a ſmall, if any part of religion. For many of 
them have known by experience, that it is poſſible for a 
man to be acquainted with all the doctrines of the Goſpel, 
in a ſpeculative manner, and his heart to remain totally 
uninfluenced thereby, to be even as a neſt of unclean 
birds: For, even. © the Devils believe,” or know © and 
tremble,” yet they remain Devils ſtill. The unclean ſpirits 
acknowledged Chriſt to be the Son of God; yet they are“ re- 
ſerved in everlaſting chains. under darkneſs, unto the judge- 
ment of the great day. In a word, the grand leading prin- 
ciples of METHoDISM are theſe two following, „ Repen- 
tance towards God, and Faith in our Lord Feſus Chriſt,” 
Now they conſider Repentance towards God, as including 

conviction of Sin original and of Sin perſonal, 


I, Or ORIGINAL SIN. 


That the fall of Man is a wholeſome, though an un- 
pleaſant doctrine, no perſon acquainted with himſelf, the 
world, or the word of God can poſſibly deny. For reaſon, | 

experience, and ſcripture unite, as in a chain, to bind this 
truth, THou ART FALLEN FROM THY Gon, upon the 
conſcience of every mortal, If a man looketh into. himſelf, 

Ming aſſiſted 24 the ſpirit of God ſo to do, he ſceth that 
every 
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every thing ! is disjointed, is out of place; * ae the whole 
head is fick, and the whole heart faint; though it be an 
acknowledged fact, that © God created man in his image, 
4 8 in wes "yy 9 God arte he him.” 


= Phi man is fallen "WIR tes bee « will more 
clearly appear, if we conſider how his powers and facui- 
ties are now corrupted. The Under/tanding is become 
as weak and dark, as to ſpiritual things, as the Imagina- 
tion is ſuſceptible of vanity and lewdneſs. The Meiner) 
is entirely treacherous as to the things of God; though 
' abundantly retentive as to the things from beneath. And 
Reaſon, that boaſted idol, how inſufficient, till enlightened, 
to lead us unto God? though capable of guiding us through 
the mazes of time and ſenſe, how does it fail us in our 
purſuit after true happineſs, the knowledge and enſoy- 
ment of the Source of all good! It is thus with our head, 
and little better with our heart / For the Willis obſtinate, 
inconſtant, impotent and perverſe; prone to evil, averſe 
to good. The Conſcience, though perhaps more uncon- 
taminated than any other faculty, is exceedingly irregular; 
in ſome caſes, unreaſonably ſcrupulous; and in others, 
Fe ſeared with a hot iron:“ when alarmed, it is frequently 
appeaſed by error; though at other ſeaſons, it refuſeth to 
be charmed by truth. The Afections alſo are continually 
at variance with each other: ſometimes awake to every 
deluſion, deſire, or averſion; every terror, fond hope, ot 
deſpair. Or, perhaps, ſtoical apathy takes place of this 
boiſterous ' inquietude, and they become ſtupidly inſenſible, 
and dead to every human or divine object. This is not 
the experience of one perſon only, but the experience of all 
fleſh, as the word of God abundantlyproves; for it declares 
that © the WHOLE' WORLD lieth in the wicked one, and 
* ALL are 2— guiliy before Ged ““ f 
o 
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Now, that theſe evils do not originate from the precept, 
or example of others, is evident, as moſt of them are mani- 
feſt in infants a few months old: theſe, we muſt confeſs, 
are incapable of receiving them, either by inſtruction or 
precedent; therefore, they can only be accounted for in this 
way, our being the corrupted children of a corrupt parent. 
For in conſequence of Adam's fin, all © die in him: by one 
man fin entered into the world, and death by fin; and ſo 
death paſſed upon all men, for all have finned” in him their 
ſeminal and federal head. Another inſpired writer, Job, 
obſerves, that Man is born like the wild aſſes colt; 
and that © he is abominable and filthy, and drinketh in ini- 
quity like water: and David, pointedly proving the 
matter we have in hand, declares “ I was ſhapen-in ini- 
quity and in fin did my mother conceive me.“ As to the 
univerſality of this doctrine, St. Paul remarks, that © the - 
ſeriptures conclude ALL under ſin; that there is no difference, 
r ALL have ſinned and come ſhort of the glory of God;” and 
« that every mouth muſt be ſtopped, and ALL THE WORLD | 
become guilty before God.” 


2. OF PERSONAL ER 
To prove this part of our ſubject, we need not uſe very 
many arguments, for, I truſt, if every man living were 
alked the ſimple queſtion, „Haſt thou never ſinned 
againſt thy Creator, thy neighbour and thyſelf? ”” every 
tongue would be filenced, and every ſoul condemned. So 
that we may, nay we must allow the full force of the 
Preacher's words, © There is not a juſt man upon earth, that 
doeth good, and ſinneth not, and that the minds © of the ſons 
of men are Full of evil, and while they live madneſs is in 
their hearts.” For even or Lord himſelf aſſures us, that 
* the things which. defile a man come from within,” and 

| C Th 
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that out tof the heart proceed ill ite, ain Horni- 
cations, murders, thefts, covetouſneſs, wickedneſs, deceit, 
laſciviouſneſi, an evil-eye, blaſphemy, pride, and fooliſhneſ, 
"Therefore, when the concluſion of our bleſſed Saviour is, 
that we © are all gone aftray ”” we © are altogether become 
filthy: there 7 75 NONE that doeth GOOD no not ONE let us 
not endeavour to ſet up a contrary doctrine, but unre. 
ſervedly acknowledge with Job, © / I juſtify myſelf, mine 
ewn mouth will condemn me, if I ſay I am perfect, it will 
alſo prove me perverſe: or with David confeſs, that © in- 
numerable evils have compaſſed me about, mine iniquitics 
| have taken hold upon me, ſo that I am not able to look up: 


they are more than the hairs of mine Bead, therefore my 


heart vane * = 
In 

+ As theſe pages may fall into the hands of ſome, who do not place 
implicit confidence in' the word of God, we add, in this note, the 
teſtimony of ſeveral authors of antient, profane hiſtory, Though 
they ſtood in abundant need of having their own exhortation, Tab, 
orzurv, (K NOx w THYSELF) enforced upon them; yet they were in 
| ſome degree, acquainted with the grand truth we have been arguing 
upon, Ov1D proves the declenſion, by firſt deſcribing the Aras 
AURKA, (GOLDEN AGE) of Man in Paradiſe, and then in the .- 
TAS FERREA, (IR oN AGE) informing us of his ſtate after his fall. 


« Aurea prima ſata eſt ztas, quz vindice nullo 

Sponte {ua fine lege fidem rectumque colebat. 
Pœna metuſque aberant: nec verba minacia fixo 
Ere legebantur.“ —— 


| The Golden Age was firſt ; when man yet new | 
No Rule but uncorrupted Reaſon knew: ; 
And, with a native Bent, did Good purſue. 
Unforc'd by Puniſhment, un-aw'd by Fear, 

His words were ſimple, and his Soul ſincere. 
Needleſs was written Law, where none oppreſs'd 
The Law of Man was written in his Breaſt. 


| Alas the contraſt, when man had ſinned 


c Non 
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In this ſeriptural manner do the METHoD1sTs hold the 
loctrines of original and perſonal Sin. They not only 


cc. Non hoſpes ab hoſpite tutus, 

Non ſocer a genero : fratrum quoque gratia rara eft, 
Imminet Exitio vir conjugis, illa mariti: | 
Lurida terribiles miſcent aconita noverce 

Filius ante diem patrios inquirit in annos. 

Victa jacet pietas: & virgo cæde madentes 
Ultima cceleſtum terra Aſtræ n reliquit,” 


No Rights of Hoſpitality remain: 
The Gueſt by him who harbour'd him is ſlain. 
The Son in Law purſues the Father's Life, y 
Brothers with their own Brother are at Strife, 5 
The Wife her Huſband murders, he the Wife: 
The Step- dame poiſon for the Son prepares, 
The Son inquires into his Father's Years; 
Duty and Piety expiring lye, 
And Jus ric x, laſt of all, ſoars to her native ky, 
Leaving the Earth defil'd with Blood and Cruelty. 


How mw. alſo does PYTHAGO RAS ſpeak of 


** Avgen vag ouvorudeg bei Bratoovra vr | 

ZvuPurog 
The fatal companion, the noxious Stiife that lurks within us, ws 
| was born along with us ! Undoubtedly it was the {ame evil which 


FLaTO fo clearly defines by the term Kane % Quo ts FOR TD RAT 
WiekzpRkss. ) 8 | 
To theſe ona of the antient Greeks, the Roman Fathers 
ud their ſolemn truths. JUVENAL ſays, that, 
K_———— Ad mores natura recurtia 


Damnatos, fixq et mutari neſcia ?' 


Nature unchangeably fixed, runs back to wickedneſs, And 7 


Hon AE, that ſublime Poet, ſays, Nam vitiis nemo fine naſcitur.“ 
Mo man is Box free from vices. And even in the early days of 
SENECA, it was the opinion of the beſt of men, that, Hac can- 
ditione nati ſumus: animalia obnoxia non paucioribus animi quam 
Zan morbis ** We are born in ſuch a condition, that we are nat 
KS „„ 


be- 
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believe them, as far as the judgment is concerned, but ſic- 
quently and fervently inſiſt, both in their public diſcourſe 
and private exhortations, that the apprehenſions, of the 
dreadful conſequences thereof, muſt be experienced in th: 
inmoſt receſſes of the ſoul: That every one, who is a can- 
didate for falvation, muſt know, in ſome degree, the ex. 
tenſive import of the lamentation of Solomon, © a c 
conſcience who can bear? That their feelings muſt be fl. 
milar to the experience of the Pſalmiſt, when he exclaim- 
ed, „ Thine arrows Stick fast in me, and thy hand preſſe 
me ſore; or to the diſtreſs of holy Job, who declares, © 7]: 
arrows of the Almighty are within me, the poiſen 1hererf 
arinketh up my fpirit; the terrors of God do ſet themſclve in 
array against me.” For till we experience the forebode- 
ings of the puniſhment due to us as ſinners, by nature and 
practice, we ſhall no more give place in our hearts, to that 
&« Repentance that needeth not be repented of,” than we 
| ſhould, in ſuch a caſe, be willing to be ſaved by the me- 
Tits of Jeins Chriſt only. 


5 The Marnopisre conſider Repentance as the gift of 
| God, and they know, that until the ſpirit of the Lord en- 
lightenech the underſtanding, it will be vain for the ſinner 
to proſeſs himſelf to be polluted, to acknowledge his © ma- 
nifold fins and wickedneſs, which he has from time to 
time moſt grievouſly committed, by thought, word, and 
deed, againſt the Divine Majeſty :” they know alſo, that 
the beſt compoſed confeſſion upon earth is but lip-)about, 
and conſequently a mockery unto the Almighty, if the 


. ſabje&t to fewer diſorders of the mind than of the body. To con- 
_ clude this len thencd note and difagreeable theme, we will only add 
the clear evidence of CI ERO. © Men are brought into life by n. 
tust as a ſtep. mother, with a naked, frail, and infirm body 3 and a 


SOUL PRONE To VE Los rs. * 
+ Ed | | heart 
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| 
ES | 
heart does not feel what the tongue ſpeaketh ; therefore, —_— 
they believe that it is not he that confeſſeth only, but he | | 
that feeleth, e and „ forſabeth his fin, that _— | | 
ſhall obtain mercy.” This, they conſider, can only be, | 
* when, with St. Paul, they experience, that & I was alive 1 
without the law once; but when the commandment came, fin ps 
revived, and I died. In other words, when we are con- 
vinced of the ſpirituality of the law, that it requiteth 
truth in the inward parts,” 


when we ſee that we have 
broken it altogether, and feel that we are condemned by . 
it; then it is truly © ſchoolmaster to bring us unto Christ: = . 
then we ſee, * there is no other name given under baaben, | 

_ whereby we can be ſaved.” Then is the ſinner cut off from 
every other hope, and exclaims | in the 9 5 words of the 
Poet, | 
4 Lord, I am damm d. Tut Christ has died. 


He is then moſt fully prepared for the ſecond grand doc- 
trine of the METHOD ISTHS; namely, of 


: FAITH IN THE LoRD Jesvs ChRIS Tr. 


This ſecond grand doctrine they conſider as including, | 1 
iſt. Atonement by Christ, „ _ 
2dly. Fustification by or through Faith. 1 A} 
3dly. Sanctification by Grace. | 4 q 


iſt, That our ſalvation is by the grace of God inJeſus 

_ Chriſt, will moſt readily be acknowledged by all who have 
been convinced of ſin, in the manner we have above - 8 
deſcribed. They moſt clearly ſee, that they have © no might, ” | 
neither is there any strength in them; therefore they en- 
quire, « Where-withal jhall I come before the Lora, and 
bow myſelf before the high Ged. They now diſcover, that 
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if the Almighty would be appeaſed with facrifices, & I 
banon wauld not be ſufficient to burn, nor all the beasts there. 
of for a burnt-offering for their ſin, any more than it 
would avail them, © to give their first-born for their tranſ- 
greſſion, or the fruit of their body for the fin of their ſoul,” 
At once they now ſee, that they cannot ſave themſelves, 
that no man & can give unts God a ranſom for them ;” there. 
fore, it is in vain for them to ſay, Have pity upon me, 
have pity upon me, O my friends; for the hand of God hath 
touched me, and what ſhall I do!“ Then with peculiar 
grace comes the Apoſtle's exhortation unto them, “ Be- 
ſieue in the Lord Feſus Christ, and thou ſhalt be ſaved.” 


But, before the ſinner can give credence to this doc- 
trine, he muſt be aſſured, that full ſatisfaction hath been 
made to the divine juſtice, that the Almighty is recon- 
ciled, and that a perfect atonement hath been made for his 
demerit. 


That this hath been accompliſhed for every ſinner is 
clear, from the following paſſages of holy writ: & Though 
thou hast destroyed thyſelf, in me is thy help God was 
tn Christ, reconciling the world unto himſelf, not imputing 
their treſpaſſes unto them “ Christ was made ſin for us, 
though he knew na fin, that we might be made the righte- 
 ouſueſs of God in him God ſent his only begatten Sax 
into the world, that we might live through him & Christ 
hath redeemed us from the curſe of the Law, being made a 
eurſe for us Christ, by the grace of Gad, tasted death 
for every man.“ Being thus aſſured there is a ( full, 
perfect, and ſufficient ſatisfaction made for the fins of the 
Whole world,“ the contrite ſinner is emboldened to ſeek. 
that juſtification which is © in the name of the Lord Feſus, 

and by the ſpirit of our God,” which } js the ſecond point 
we have now to conſider, | 
. 2dly 
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Adly. Justificatien by Faith, has ever been a funda. 
mental doctrine in the -hurch of Chriſt; though many, 
who arrogantly appropriate to themſelves the name of 
Christians, have uniformly contemned it. Before we enter 
on the doctrine itſelf, it may be neceſſary to define what 
we underſtand by the term Faith, as with many profeſſors 
of religion it is become almoſt obſolete, 


* 


tive principle is the gift and operation of God. It origi- 


ſtrengthening the ſublimeſt faculties of the ſoul; giving 
us to ſee thoſe things, which cannot be diſcerned by the 


thoſe things, which, though inviſible, are eternal. It is 
tothe ſoul, what the ſenſes are to the body; or a coaleſcence 
of all the.ſpiritual ſenſes in one. It is of that holy nature, 
that it continually “ 2works by love, and in the end & pu- 


other words, Faith is that, « which giveth us the viftory 
| wer the world,” and which © cleanſeth us from all filthi- 
neſs of fleſh and ſpirit, perfecting holineſs in the fear of 


that the Apoſtle declares, WITHOUT FAITH 1T 18 
IMPOSSIBLE TO PLEASE Gop;“ for whoever cometh unto 


them that diligenthy ſeel 12285 But to return. 


tion of fin, and are earneſtly expecting © a new birth unto 
| righteouſ- 


— BIS LA. 4 apa Ov. — — — ——— — 


« Faith,” IO the Apoſtle, & 35 the ſubstance of things 
brped for, the evidence of things not ſeen,” Now this ac- 
nates by the power of the Holy Spirit, enlivening and 
outward ſenſes ; aſſuring us of the exiſtence, or reality of 
rifies the heart,” It is that, which informeth the ſoul of 


its abſence from God; ſhews it how his preſence may be 
regained; and enable it to lay hold on the Moſt High. In 


Cad.“ It is fo eſſential to the life of religion in the ſoul, 
him, © must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarded of 


Juſtification by Faith, as before obſerved, can be ob- 
tained only by thoſe who have experienced a deep convic- 
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| righteouſneſs.” Tin we are made ſenſible of the malady 
© which rages in us, we ſhall not apply to a phyſician for cure; 


| foul will be anxiouſly enquiring, & Is there no balm in Gi. 


lead? Is there no Phyſician there?” Then being pointed 
the diſtreſſed ſinner &“ lays hold, by the hand of Faith, 


the grace of God, through the redemption thas is in Fi 
Christ.“ In the inſtant, that the perſon is enabled thus 


tion is removed, © his burden falls off, and he knows, 


our Lord Jeſus Christ, by whom he hath received the atint- 


him who gave himſelf for him, he hath © fe witneſs in 
_ bimelf, that by Faith, he is become a © ſon of God; and, 


Have I not, by this ſcriptural account of Juſtification, in- 
cluded myſelf in the poor deluded band of modern fanatics, as 


1 have; and fo deſpicable is the company, that I bluſh to 


A 
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but when the poiſon is become manifeſt, the wounded 


unto © the Lamb flain from the foundation of the world, 


« on the hope ſet before him,” and is freely juſtified, © by 


to © believe with the heart unto righteouſneſs,” that mo- 
ment he has “ peace with God, his ſenſe of condemm- 


that for the ſake « of Jeſus Christ he is accounted righteous 
before Ged.” Then he rejoices in the Father, thong 


ment,” Having now obtained that “perfect love which 
c casteth out fear,” he rejoiceth, that by thus believing in 


becauſe he is a fon, «© God hath ſent forth the ſpirit of bi, 
Son into his heart, crying Abba, Father !”. In fine, © 1 
ſpirit itſelf beareth witneſs, with his ſpirit, that he is a chili 
of God; by having“ . in the blood of Chr 1st, the 
forgiveneſs of his ſins.” 


| But oh Rev. Sir, into what a dilemma am I fallen! 


your benevolence is pleaſed to term them, in p. 18. Indeed 


remember that my Rev. Antagoniſt is, in this particular, 
on the contrary part. He is among thoſe © rational and 


enlightened Christians,” who do not heſitate to declare, 
4 T hat 


-- 
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« That the operations of the Holy Spirit cannot be diflin- 

guiſned from the workings of our own mind.” Alas! my 

good Sir, either you, or the Apoſtles, the primitive Fa- 

thers, and our pious Reformers, are miſtaken, as you flatly 

contradict 5 ! as win ee _ in en 
1 


This eee of whe we N um baking) 4 is 


not in word only, but alſo in power; for, on whomfoever 


it hath been wrought, in them © old things are paſſed away, 
and all things are become new.” As before Juſtification 


| every thing tended unto death, now every work tendeth 
unto life. Now Chriſt being in the ſoul, & as 4 well of 


and is © fruitful in every good word and work.” In this 
Juſtification there is no merit of man; it is © without mo- 
ney and without price; the meritorious cauſe is the death 
and ſufferings of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; „ by him ALL 
that believe are justified from all things, for & a man is not 
justified by the works of the law, but by the faith of Feſus 
Obrist.“ Nothing on our part is required, but a ſincere 


 tepentance, and a true, lively faith; as our ſalvation is 


entirely by the mercy and grace of God, through the me- 


tit and reſurrection of the Lord Jeſus ; which is ſealed 


unto = = the owe > the ad n 


eng un 8 of t the rss or witneſs of the 
Spirit, and as this doctrine is apparently denied in the ſer- 
mon before us, it behaves us clearly to aſcertain how Gr 
It is deen E Ne poopie e with it. 


The watery * not telt 0 1 infoired with 
* but n or ordinary influences of the Holy 
D | Ds _ Spiritz 


water, ſpringing up into eternal life,” it is enabled to 
«* walk worthy of the vacation wherewith” it is called, 
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spirit; though they have been conſtantly charged by thei 
enernies/with the contrary. You, Rev. Sir, ſay, they ad 
< under the immediate inſpiration of the Holy Spirit, re. 
 ceiving from him what they muſt ſay, and how they muſt 
Il! peak; they are, in general, under the immediate direction 
Ul of an infallible guide.” It would have been well for you 
bs to have given us your authority for this accuſation ; for, 
2 in the many years that I have attended their preaching, and 
| | hae been favoured with their company, I ſolemnl y declare, 
IF I have not known one perſon, either in public or private, 
who has made preten ſions to any ſuch illumination. There. 
fore, till you prove your authority, the charge is without 
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| | | foiindation; and, conſequently, all your arguments grounded 
| | 0 on it, are of no force, and « like, the baſgleſs fabric of 2 
N my 15 10 | 
[4 ett > ho 
js =o That: we deere it Pe 40 3 of the Holy Spirit to 
I Wurninite the foul of man, is above readily acknowledged; ; 
[1 and that unleſs the: Almighty thereby inſpire our hearts . 
if with good: defires,' we muſt ever remain © in the gall of ; 
fi bitterneſe, and in the bond of iniguity.“ We know, that , 
|, the work of ſalvation “ is begun, continued, and ended” 
1 in our hearts, by the operation and power of the Holy | 
1 Spirit. That he only can conyinee us of /in, apply to us 
$5 by faith; the righteouſueſs, or merit, of the Lord Jeſus, | 
. and ſo ſanctify our natures as to prepare us for an happy | 
# appearance at the judgment of the great day, This is | 
| | the fulfilment of the promiſe that 1s unto us, our chilaren, f 
| and all that are afar. 49 3 at even unto as * as the | 
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„ alſo e chat it is LIPS: « 5 the 7 1775 it 
| of God, that we can know the things that are freely given 
us of Gad.“ Laſtly, we are aſſured, that except a man 
8 5 1 8 have 
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have, in this manner, the ſpirit of Chriſt, & he is none of 
his,” (Rom. viii. 9.) and. ebe ye are thus ſenſible that 
| © the ſpirit dwelleth in you,” ye do not know of © peur c 
ſelves, that Fefus Christ is in you; * conſequently ye muſt 
be reprobates. (2 Cor. xiii. 5.) If this cannot be known 
or felt, as you, Rev. Sir, inſinuate, why does the Apoſtle, 
with ſuch aſtoniſhment, aſk the Corinthians this momen- 
tous queſtion; © KNO ye not that ye are the temple of 
Cod, and that the SpiRIT of GOD DWELLETH IN You? 
(1 Cor. iii. 16.) But more of this when' we come to ſpeak 
of the Wi or af of the Spirit, | 


The above is not ot direct in point. You, Sir, perhaps, ; 
may allow that the Holy Spirit does influence our hearts 
with good deſires, though you cannot grant, that it unſeals 
the ſacred book, and liberates the tongue, to repeat and 
explain its wonderous truths; though this is expreſsly ſaid, 
in ſeveral ſcriptures, to be the immediate work of the Spi- 
nit of God. (See Ifaiah Ivii. 1, &c.) To ſuppoſe that a 
man can preach the ſacred truths of the Goſpel, in an ex- 
perimental manner, without his heart being influenced 
thereto by the Holy Spirit, is to deny the force of the 
paſſages above adduced, and to declare all the faithful, as 
well as the unfaithful miniſters of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, to 
de in a ſtate of damnation; God having then departed from 
his miniſters, and not only from his miniſters, but the 
people alſo. For, «© how can they preach except they be 
| ſent??? How can they fulfil the office of the miniſtry, 
except they be © inwardly moved by the Holy Ghoſt?” 
They may run and they may preach, though the Almighty 
declares, « 7 have not ſent theſe prophets, yet they ran; 1 
have not "ſpoken, yet they propheſied.” But in ſuch caſes, 
what is the denunciation which God pronounces againſt 
_ 1254 the people? « have not ſent them, ſaith the 
© D 2 „„ 
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Tord, yet they propheſy a lie in my name. that ye might pe. 
71h, ye, and the prophets - thet e unto. 225 (Jere- 
. xxvii. 08 . 


| - But, bu, you aſk; 06 Why, after the a aſliſtances 
of the Divine- Spirit have been for ſo many ages granted 
in aid of human attainments, the 'Almighty ſhould enter- 
tain, for the ignorant and illiterate, an exclufive predilee- 
tion; why he ſhould confine his inſpirations: to thoſe who 
are, for the moſt part, incapable of ſound reaſoning and 
_enlarged comprehenſion, is a queſtion which defies the ſo- 
Jution of human ingenuity.” Allowing that theſe bleſſed 
attainments are confined, for the moſt part, to the ig. 
rant and illiterate, can I give you a better ſolution than 
this, a divine one? © Not many wiſe men after the fiſh, 
not many mighty, not many noble are called. - But God hath 
choſen the fooliſh things. of the world; to confound the wiſe." 
(x Cor. i. 26, 27.) How oppoſite this, Sir, to the opi- 
nion of your wiſe Jews, and your own, p, 10? Surely 
nothing but the ſame pride which cauſed them to deſpiſe 
| Jeſus Chriſt, and his Apoſtles, as ignorant, illiterate, and 
peſtilent fellows, could have influenced you, under the goſ- 
pel diſpenſation, to have acceded to their opinion? Is this 
not aſking, ( What good thing can come out of Nazareth?" 
_ Certainly you have never conſidered, that “ if any man 
would be 16-36 let him aa become a 16/0 tbat b may be 


wiſe,” 


Though you ſuppoſe your wiſe queſtion & defies the ſo- 
lution of human ingenuity,” is it not an incontrovertible, 
though mortifying fact, that thoſe ignorant and i//iterate 

perſons, © who are incapable of found reaſoning and en- 
larged comprehenſion, © forſake the plow, © and ruſh 
from *. loom to — (dogmatizo, i, e. neu 

WO . dun 


ma diſſeminare) to ſpread new opinions © upon ſubjeQs 
which have perplexed the moſt enlightened of the ſons of 


earned divine cannot confute the moſt illiterate mechanic.” 


ſhall not be able to gainſay and ref; 22” (Luke xxi. 15.) 
For 4 J, ſaith the * create e fruit 10 the oat . 
jab lvii. 2957 


* 


many thouſands of your “ rational and enlightened” teach- 
ers, explain and enforce, extempore, a paſſage of holy 
writ, with the propriety and ſucceſs that theſe “ ignorant 
and illiterate?” dogmatizers do? And what marvel? Do 
not the inſpired writings declare, ALL thy children ſhall 
be taught of God?” © I will be thy mouth, and teach thee 
what thou fhalt ſay?” Are you not ſaying, © Behold! 


Nay, Sir, we do not. But will you be bold to ſay, they 
are not promiſed to us, in the following ſcriptures ? * They 
were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to ſpeak with 
ether tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance.” (Acts ii. 


(Ibid. v. 16.) © 7 will pour out my ſpirit upon all fleſh - 

v. 17.) And theſe figns ſhall follow them that believe: 
(Here is no exception. ) For in my name ſhall they cast out 
devils, they ſhall ſpeak with new tongues, they ſhall take up 


burt them; they Hall lay hands an the fick, and they ſhall 


recover,” (Mark xvi, 17, 18.) © For the promiſe is unte 


Mu, end to our cbilaręn, and to all that are afar off, even 
| unte 


Methodiſm Vindicated. 23 


men,” with ſuch ſucceſs, you acknowledge, that & the moſt 


(b. 15.) Is not this a fulfilment of the promiſe, © 7 will 
give you a mouth and wiſdom, which all. your adverſaries | 


Dine Sir, is not then he wiſten of ha wor 4 once 
more & fooliſhneſs with God?” For, can one, out of the 


how they lay claim to the miraculous gifts of the Spirit ?” _ 


4) Dis is that which was ſpoken by the prophet Joel.“ 


ad your ſons and yotr daughters ſhall propheſy.” (Ibid, 


ſerpents, and if they drink any deadly thing, it ſhall not 
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unto as many as the Lord our God ſhall call: i. e. all that 
| believe i in his name. ( As ii. 39.) « And bo! I am wit 
you ALWAY, even unto the END OF THE WORLD. Amen," 
(Matt. xxviii. 20.) Such is the promiſe, and why it i 
not fulfilled, i in the moſt extenſive ſenſe, even in our day; 
perhaps, we can give no better reaſon,” than one advanced 
by a venerable Divine in the Eſtabliſhment; namely, « Be. 
| cauſe the Church hath ceaſed to pray for it.” Therefore, 
as the gift of utterance, at leaſt, is ſo clearly promiſed in 
the word of God, as we are there alſo, ſo frequently, ex. 
| horted to pray that our miniſters may be endued with it; 
and as it js, ſo manifeſtly, experienced by hundreds in this 
day, we cannot withhold our ſanction to a truth, which i i 
a fo ny authenticated by God and man, 4 


Having a we 180 dase aſcertained how far the 
MeTmopisT Teachers profeſs to be influenced by the Spi- 
rit of God, let us now "PR of the Wi cog tp of that divine 
- Perſon. e 5 


| WT Sir, as the Witneſs of the Spirit, at leaſt the hnnv- 
iſe: of 1 ity ove to be wy” denied i in the Iich and 12th 


* Vour note on p. 10, from Wearbnrton on 8 1 IN from 
p. 64 of Mr, Weſley's Anſwer to that work, with his obſervations 
on it. „ Yet modern fanatics pretend te as high a degree of di- 
vine communication, as if no ſuch rule were in being: (I do not:) 
or at leaſt, as if that rule needed the further aſſiſtance of the Holy 
Spirit to explain his own meaning.” This is quite another thing. 
I do firmly believe, (and what ſerious man dees not?) „ Omnis 
$criptura lege debet eq ſpiritu quo ſcripta eſt: We need the ſame 
ſpii it to underſtand the Seripture, which enabled the holy meu of 
old to write it.“ To which 1 add, If we need not the aſſiſtance of 
the Holy Spirit to underſtand the Scriptures, why does the Evan - 
geliſt make this declaration? „Then opened be their underſtanding, 
thar they might underftand the Scriptures. ? Luke xxiv. 45. 
diese 1 ; | | pages 


pages obcyour- Sermon, we will firſt examine how far the 
[METHODISTS extend the claim, ab then anfyver your ob 
RIO ins 7 ont! hr wot 


reaſonably be denied by any who believe the Scriptures , 


ginning unto the end thereof. By this © Tegtimony of the 


bath loved me, and given himſelf or me. That all my fins 
are blotted out, and I, even I, am reconciled to God.” 


it is not a direct application of the paſſage from whence 
the. doctrine is deduced ?. &. The Spirit ſelf beareth Mit- 
neſs with our fparit, that, we, are the children of God.“ 

But how does he thus witneſ, or testify? 1 Not by an out- 
yard, nor generally by an inward voice, but frequently by 
an application of particular paſſages of Scripture, and al- 
ways by a powerſul, immediate, inexplicable operation on 
the ſoul; cauſing the ( ſtrong cries”? and & groanings which 
cannot be uttered,” to ceaſe; and filling the heart with 
heaven-born tranquillity, love to God and man: which 
anſes from the ſinner being then aſſured, that, through 
the merit of Jeſus Chriſt, God is reconciled unto him 


and, „53 % 


t 


> > F 


* 
* 9 

7 

- 


 Methodiſm Vindicated. 25 


The Witns: laace- or teſtimony) of the Spirit cannot 
for it is a truth inculcated in divers places, from the be- 
Hpirit“ they mean an inward impreſſion o the ſoul, where | 


by the Spirit of God immediately and directly witneſſes to 
my ſpirit, that I am a child of God, that -Feſus Christ | 


Is this ſeriptural, or is it not? Can any one declare, that 


and that all his ae are e and his jo ins co- 


In the eee . Do 3 are two Witneſſes 
W iliftly mentioned, the Spirit of God and our own Spi- 
t, as unitedly teſtifying the ſame truth, © that we are the 
5 e if N that thele x two Wieweit can- 
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therefore, only to de known by their common fruity, 
Is evident; for there muſt be a priority in the Witneßs of 
the Spirit of God, for we know, we can © love him” only 
from a ſenſe of his having f loved us; therefore, a 
foon as this Witnéſs is received, it cries in our heart 
« Abba, Father]: Then, from the love; joy, peace, long. 
fuffering, gentleneſs, goodneſs, &c. which ſpring up in 
dur hearts, we that inſtant- have the Teſtimony of ou 
own Spirit, united to the ane Wes of the Spirit of God, 
that we are his chiluren. In other words, the Wit. 
neſs, or Teſtimony; is known) * firſt, by inward conſei. 
6uſneſs, and then N 1 joy, and a 


3 


10 ev; this Gocke, FO in p. 115 give us the fol 
lowing extracts from Weſley's and Whitheld's works — 
] felt faith in Chriſt, and an aſſurance was given me, 
that he had taken away my ſins, even mine.“ 4 Oh, what 
ſweet communon had 1 daily vouchſafed from God] Ian 
Garried by our deat Savieut from day to day lean on 
Jefus's boſom from morning to night; yea, all the day 
long. » On theſe paſſages you make the following com. 
ment: If they are to be under ſtood literally, they are 
not correſpondent to the tenor of Scripture; if fgur- 
tively, what could have been the intention of the writers 
but by inveſting their ſyſtem with dazzling' pomp, and 
awful ſolemnity, to excite in their more ignorant readers, 
the expectation of perſonal communication with the Deity, 
immediately and ſenſibly preſent.” & They are not corri- 
pondent to the tenor of Scripture, ' This I deny; for the 
Apoſtle fays, 4 I live by the Farya of the don of Gul, 
_ who loved ME, and gave himſelf for- ME. 7 KNOW 
in whom I have believed, and I am perſuaded that he is 
able to keep that which I have committed unto him.” —— li 
Fall ASSURANEE of Firn, * our hearts ſprinkled 


. "Ties 
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from an evil conſcience.” — TuixgE iniguity is taten 
| away, and thy sI Nis purged. MWE have redemption 
through his blood, even the FORGIVENESS OF SINS.”'— 
Theſe paſſages ſufficiently authorize the firſt expreſſion; 
| and is not the ſecond contained in the following? « The 
COMMUNION of the Holy Gho/t be with you all.” ——< If 
there be any confolation in Chriſt, any FRY? of love, any 
FELLOWSHIP, of the Spirit, ful. ye my joy.” 
fellnuſhip is with the Father, aud with his Son Teſus 
Ghrift.” And for the laſt, what is it but the fulfilment of 
the promiſe reſpecting our Lord? & Hie hall gather the 
Lambs with his arm, and CARRY them in his BOSOM.” 


Where naw, Sir, is your boaſted knowledge of Scrip- 
ture? Where now are the figurative expreſſions, “ daz- 
zling with pomp and awful ſolemnity,” deceiving © the more 
ignorant readers?“ Indeed, Sir, Imuſt adviſe you to be better 
informed, before you again make public ſuch unguarded aſ- 
ſertions; eſpecially, before you preach and publiſh them, at 
the command of a Right Reverend Father in God, leſt you 
lather your errors on his Lordſhip; who, we muſt ſup- 
poſe, is too. buſily employed in ſo/icitudine de oninibus He- 
cies, the care of all the churches, to.diſcoyer them. 


Rey. Sir, if the quotation in the note on p. 11, from 
Whitfield, be accurate, your omitting to give us the ne- 
cellary reference, from whence it is taken, implies not 
one half of the ingenuouſneſs, that the free confeſſion, of 
his having “ judged and acted wrong,“ does. Beſides, 
bow unfair it is for you, to take paſſages from the private 
letters of a man to his familiar friends, to ground your 


the confutation of a doctrine, which the writer has incul- 
ated, and ably defended, in diſſertations expreſsly on the 


4 


Mur 


objections on, and to be produced as ſufficient evidenge for 
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point under diſcuſſion? If the doctrine be untenable, 
why did you not expoſe the fallacy of it, by confuting | 
thoſe authorized treatiſes by Reaſon and by Scripture; and 
not meanly beg the queſtion, by producing a paſſage from 
a letter, much more clearly marking the humility of the 
author, than the ſophiſticalnefs of the dodrine. Your 
concluſion from it, is as unreaſonable as it is untrue; 
might I not ſay, as it is uncandid? For, with what arrogance 
you aſk, „ What is this but zn open acknowledgment, 
that Methodiſm is a deluſion ?” This by no means fol. 
lows; the moſt that can be drawn from it is, that it is 
poſſible for a Method to be deceived; and I never knew 
that any of them pretended to infallibility : but it in no mea- 
ſure affects the doctrine of the Inſpiration of the Spirit 
itſelf, but rather confirms it; for, if there a were no ferling 
bn there could be no mon 4 


1h Ws Sir, you do not © in the az of Clarke, Jor. 
tin, Sherlock,“ &c. “ meet with ſuch arrogant preſump- 
tions,” as that “ the Spirit itſelf beareth Wi itneſt with 
our Spirit, that we are the children of God,” it is not, 
therefore, the leſs true. Although they were © the mot 
diſtinguiſhed of our Church,“ yet you declare, they were 
_ «too rational and enlightened,” to acknowledge, © that the 
operations of the Holy Spirit can be diſtinguiſhed from 
the workings of our own mind;“ though the Apoſtle aſ- 
fures us, if we know not © our own ſelves, how that Feſus Chritt 
is in 8 ” i, e. by his Wy” we muſt be © reprobates /” 


Vour Ke that c the only Teſtimony the Me- 
thodiſts have to offer, for their doctrines, is “ their own 
enperierce, is falſe. I have above proved, that they are 
founded on the word of God; are witneſſed to the conſci- 
ence of every true believer in Jeſus Chriſt, by the Holy 


a and the bleſſed — thereof are experienced, at 
this 
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| this day, by thouſands. Therefore, ein the miuth f 00 
vr three Witneſſes every word may be eflabliſhed,” 


It may not be improper to remark, that the Merno- 
pisrs do not “ imagine that the Spirit gives, or was de- 
ſgned to give INWARD ASSURANCE or CERTAINTY to 
men of THEIR final $TATE.” The whole of their ex- 
hortations prove the contrary; for they are conſta: atly de- 
taring, © Let him that flandeth take heed leſt be fall; yea, 
fnally fall.” Conſequently they do not ſuppoſe that the 
Spirit gives an aſſurance of their final, but of their pre- 
ant ſtate. And what end your falſe ſtatement of it could 


de intended to convey, I am ata loſs to determine, —_— 
twere to > deceive, a, 


| Whoever is fuſtified by Faith, in the manner above de- 
ribed, from © all things, from which he could not be juſ- 
ified by the lau of Mo oſes,”” we conſider as in a ſtate of re- 
eeration; or one on whom the New Birth hath paſſed, * 
nd, Rev. Sir, though you cannot eſteem the preaching 


f this doctrine & among the excellencies of public inſtruc- 
E you may not, perhaps, conſider the following de- 
. ription of it, in the animating language of the late Rev. 

j r. Fletcher, unworthy of your private meditation. 
c nd oh! that the Almighty may then give you to ſee ſuch 

1 cellency in it, that you may not reſt, until it is the happy 

perience of 1 25 own foul! 

* Perhaps we cannot. give a more conciſe, yet atpreſiive account 

e- tais Juſtification, or New Birth, than in the words of Arvid 

vn 


din, of Hernhuth. Vide Weſley's Life, p. 167. „ Requies 
languine Chriſti; fi ma fiducia in Deum, et perſuaſio de gratia 
da; tranquilitas mentis iumma, atque ſerenitas et pax; cum 

atia omnis defiderii carnalis, et ceſſatione peccatorum etiam 
morum. Verbo, cor quod anrea inſtar maris turbulent i agitae 

in ſumma fuit tequiè, inſtar maris lereni et tranquilli.” | 
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from a ſtate of nature to a ſtate of grace. He was an ani- 


ſpiritual birth makes him like to Jeſus Chriſt, to the new 
man, which is created according to God, in Yighteoupueſs and 
true holineſs. He was before born a child of wrath, proud, 
| felf-love; a lover of money, and of earthly glory and plea- 


ure, rather than a lover of God. But by Regeneration, 
he is become a child, and an heir of God, and a joint heir 


Adam. He is in Chriſt a new creature, old things are 
paſſed atway,. all things are become new. All the powers and 


able to the will of God. His paſſions, unruly, earthly, 


neſs. Hence his ſoul, his body, his ſpirit, run with equal 


- Crucified to the world, and the world unto me, I known 


Ne. generation is that great change by A 3 a man affe 


mal man; in being born again, he becomes a fpiritual 
man. His natural birth had made him like to fallen Alon 
to the old man; againſt whom God had pronounced the 
ſentence of death, ſeeing it is the wages of fin. But his 


fenſual, and unbelieving ; full of the love of the world and 


with Chriſt, The humility, the purity, the love of Jeſus, 
is ſhed abroad in his heart by the Holy Spirit, which 
is given to him, making him bear the image of the Second 


faculties of his ſoul are renovated. His underſtanding, 
heretofore covered with darkneſs, is illuminated by the 
by the experimental knowledge which he has of God, and 
of his Son Jeſus Chriſt, His confcience, afleep and inſen- 
ſible, awakes and ſpeaks with a fidelity irreproachable, 
His hard heart is ſoftened, yields, and becomes conform- 


and ſenſual, yield to the conduct of grace, and turn of 
themſelves to objects inviſible and heavenly ; and the mem- 
bers of his body, ſervants more or leſs to iniquity, ate 
now employed in the ſervice of righteouſneſs unto holi- 


rapidity in the ſtraight path of obedience; and all that is 
within him cries out, God forbid that I ſhould glory, ſ 
in the Croſs of Feſus Chrift my Saviour, by which an 


ul 


—— 
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nun after the fleſh; T live not, but Chrift liveth in nei and 
the life I. liue, is by e in the Son F en who loved me, 
and my yy for me.” 


« Such is bine ae ene e which a living faith 
produces in the foul-of a repentant ſinner. Such is the 


change which the Apoſtle calls a new creation, a reſurrec- 
tion from the dead, a paſſing from death unto life, the power - 


of God unto ſalvation, unto every one that believeth, and by 


which he is raiſed with CO and walks in newneſs of 


oy. * 


Now, Sir, let me candidly aſk you, is this the & jargon 
of fanaticiſm,” or © fe words of truth and ſoberneſs 9''— 
Is this the portrait of an Enthuſiaſt or' a Saint, a 
Madman or a Child of God? Let your concluſion be as 
it may, I am not aſhamed to avow, that it is an epitome 


of the character of a METHoDIsT. Would to God, the 


whole race of mankind were ſuch Madmen, ſuch Enthu- 


ſaſts | Then might we © beat our ſwords into plow= 


ſhares, and bur ſpears into pruning hooks.” Then would 
war be no more, and contention would ceaſe from the face 
of the earth, Thrice happy day! Gracious Lord, haſ- 
ten the promiſed time, © when all ſhall thus know 1 
h rom tt least unto the greatest as 


Thou A . FI as far as it extends, is a correct character 


of every MEeTHoprsrT that is alive to God, ſtill they 
have one other doctrine, of which we have not yet y_ ; 
kun, "7 n/a in Love, 


F'® see a Diſcourſe on the New Birth, written in French, by the 


Rey. John Fletcher, late Vicar of Madeley, Salop. Tranſlated by 


Henry Moore; and ſold by Lancaſter and Edwards, Briſtol, 


4 CY * ” * 
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power, neceſſary to the accompliſhment of it. This is 
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3dly. Sanctification by Grace, is a doctrine, at preſent 
almoſt peculiar to the METHOD ISTsõ, at leaſt, as to the 
acknowledged experience of it. For, though our Eſta- 
bliſhed Church teaches her congregations to pray that the 
Almighty would « cleanſe the thoughts of our hearts, by 
the inſpiration of his Holy Spirit“ and © that we might 
de preſented unto him with pure and clean hearts ;” yet, 
hardly one can be found within her pale, except thoſe who 
are ſtigmatized with the name of METHoDIsTs, who will 
confeſs that the blood of Chriſt is ſufficient for this great 
work; at leaſt, not till the moment of our departure into 
the world of ſpirits. The MeTrnopisTs not only be- 
lieve it to be attainable, but many of them undoubtedly 
experience it at this inſtant. That we may be equally 
explicit on this, as on every other doctrine, let us now 
define its nature and extent. 


The MeTron1sTs conſider San#ification as an entirely 
diſtinct work from Fustification: the latter brings us into 
the favour of God, and admits us into the family of 
Chriſt ; the former prepares us for, and admits us into the 
family of Heaven. By SanQtification they only mean the 
being cleanſed from all filthineſs of fleſh and ſpirit ; per- 
fecting holineſs in the fear of God.” This bleſſing alſo, 
they believe, muſt be attained by Faith; for, as before 
obſerved, © without Faith it is impoſſible to pleaſe God.” — 
Except they conſider the Almighty as ſufficient © to work 
in them to will and ta do, of his own good pleaſure,” this 
« work of Faith” cannot be carried on to that extent of 


nothing more than obeying the commands of the Moſt 
High. . Thou /halt love the Lord thy God with all thy 
i heart, and ſerve him with all thy strength, and thy neigb- 
 bour as thyſelf” . Be ye holy, fer I the Lord thy God 
: [Reb ; an 
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am hoh Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Fa 
ther which is heaven i is perfect. ” 7 


The Sanfification that they contend for, conſiſts in an 
entir2 conformity to the will of God, in all things; and 
he hath attained unto it, who feels “ the ſame mind in 
in that was in Christ that walks as he alſo walked” — 
| & that hath clean hands and a pure heart“ - that is ſanc- 
tifed throughout in boch, Jout, and ſpirit”'—< that walketh 
in the light, as Christ i is in the light” “ in whom there is 
1 darkneſs at all” — e the blood of Feſus Christ having 
cleanſed him from all ft 1.” Whoever has attained this 
height in grace, will ever manifeſt it, © by doing good unth 
| all men, eſpecially to the houſehold of Faith.” He will be 


| every thing giving thanks,” His whole life will be “ full 
of the work of Faith, the patience of Hope, and the la- 
bour of Love.” « Whether he eatror drinks, or whatſo+ 
ever he does, he does all to the glory of God;” thus © adorn» 
ing the doftrine of God our Saviour in all things; and there- 


Orist. “ 


The great neceſſity of this doctrine appears, Iſt, from 
the Apoſtle's declaring, that it is conformable to the in- 


Gd is aur Sanfiification.” 2dly, As we cannot be like 
dur Lord without it: Every one that is perfect ſhall be 


xcompliſhed in us, we cannot be happy here nor hereaf- 


= % Witrour Horixzss NO MAN SHALL SEE THE 
ORD. ” 


Thus, Rev. Sir, have 1 e itblully and 
Radidly, to inform Jour and the reſt of my readers, what 


© rejoiceng evermore, © praying without ceaſing, and ix 


in continually « giving thanks to Goa the Father Ah Jeſu 


tention of the Almighty concerning us; “ The will of 


@ bis Lord.” And more eſpecially, 3dly, If it be not 


wh | the 
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of the CyurRcy or ENGLAND; as will appear by the 


: * nature of every man, that naturally is engend-red d 
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the term METropim comprizes. Therefore, we are 


oo 


34 


ai Whereic does Mernoplszt differ from the 


- 


We 1 that it does not differ i in any eſſential p point; | 
ooh therefore it will be impoſſible, to ſhew the diſfimilariy 
between the doctrines of METHoDiIsM,. and the doGring 


following extracts from her Liturgy, Articles, and Homi. 
lies; wherein is a complete coincidence with the doQtrinez 


aboye particularized, 


Wn ON Al Six. Evidences from the Liturgy 
Articles and Homilies, EF] 

- Baptifual, 22 All men arg conceiyed and bor 
in ſin. “ 


Art. 1X. — « Original Sin is Os PSs RR corruption of 


the offspring of Adam, whereby man is very far gone from 
original righteouſneſs, and is, of his own nature, inclined 
to evil, fo that the fleſh luſteth always contrary to the ip 
rit; and therefore, in every perſon: born into this world 
| Nr God's wrath and dammation,“ | 


\ Hontly on hs Paſo ion, - nd parti 1 fied the leah 
that is to ſay, he became mortal, he loſt the favour d 
God, he was caſt out of Paradiſe, he was no longer ach 
tizen of Heaven; but a fire-brand of hell, and a bonds 
flave of the Devil. So that neither he, or any of I 
had yy 2 800 or W at all in * en of Het 


vel 
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yen, but were become reprobates and caſtaways, being 
perpetually damned to the everlaſting pains of hell-fire.” 
Homily on the Nativity. —“ In Adam all men became 
mortal, having in themſelves nothing but e een dam- | 
nation, both, of 8 and foul.“ 


Il. PERSONAL SIN. 


Confeſſion. —< We have erred and ſtrayed from thy 
[God's] Ways, like loſt ſheep, and there is no health in 
us,“ 5 (OE, ; | | | | 

Art. .“ We all offend in many things, and if we 
ſay we have no fin, we deceive ourſelves, and the truth 15 
not in us.” 

Homily of ene « We muſt acknowledge our 
| fins unto God, whom, by them, we have ſo grievoully of- 
fended, that if he ſhould deal wich us according to his 
juſtice, we do deſerve a thouſand hells, if chere could be ſo 
many, * | 


That a ſenſe of this original and actual depravity muſt 
be felt, and the forebodings of the puniſhment due to it, 
mult be experienced, is proved from the fame ſources, 


Cho 1 60 The remembrance of our oh: 
js grievous unto us; the burden of them is intolerable,” 
a Homily of Repentance, 3d part.—< Yet this is 3 
in compariſon of the intolerable and endleſs torments of 


* From theſe ſtrong paſſages in the Homilies of the Church of 
England, it js evident, that the Methodiſts have a better origin for 
their © uncharitable cenſures, and frequent uſe of the terms, Hel 
ad Damnation,“ 6: than their own cruel diſpoſitions :* for if the 
Canons of that Church, as well as the injunctions of its goverpors? 
lere now obſerved, they would be as frequently“ thundered” from 


* pulpirs of the eee as from the roſtra of the ee 
Is. | Sas i 
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kell- 8 which they _ bt forced to ſuffer who do not 


. repent.” 


HI. AroNxEMENT By CEHRISr. 


Communion Service, —« Jeſus Chriſt, by his one oba 
tion of himſelf, once offered, made a full, perfect, a 
ſufficient ſacrifice, oblation, and ſatisfaction, for the ſins of 


the whole world,” 


Art. II. Chriſt was crucified, dead, and buried, to 
reconcile his Father to us, and to be a ſacrifice, not on 
for original guilt, but alſo for actual {ms of men.” 

Homily of the Miſery of Man, 2d part.—« Truly for 
Jeſvs Chriſt's ſake, God is fully e ſatisfied, and 


et at one with man.“ 


% 


IV. | 8 BY F AIT E. 


Communion Service —< Grant, that by the merits and 


death of thy Son Jeſus Chrift, and through faith in his 


blood, we, and all thy whole Church, may obtain remiſ- 


| ſion of our fins, and alt other benefits of his paſſion.” 


. 6 1 We are accounted righteous before God, 
only for the merit of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, by Faith, and 
not for our own works or deſervings. Wherefore that 
we are juſtified by Faith, is a molt wholeſome anne 
and very full of comfort.” _ 

Homily on Fustification,—< This Jullibcation; which we 
receive of God's mercy, and Chriſt's merits, embraced 


by Faith, is taken, accepted, and allowed, of God, for 


our perfect and full Juſtification.“ 


When deſcribing what the MEgTHoDISTs underſtand by 
Fustification through Faith; we particularly explained how 
iration and Witneſs of the Spirit is holden by 


them; and that i it may be full y aſcertained that they do not 
| differ 
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differ in theſe particulars, from the ES ARLISsHEDCHURCR, 
we extract the following evidences from her Ritual. 


Collefts—*« Grant that we may daily be renewed by thy 
Holy Spirit—that being filled with the Holy Ghoſt, we 
may love and bleſs our perſecutors. O Lord! grant us 
I © thy holy Inſpiration—cleanſ: the thoughts of our hearts, 
by the Inſpiration of thy Holy Spirit, that we may per- 
ſeckly love thee!“ 
Art. VII. Wherefore they, which be ende with 
ſo excellent a: benefit of God, be called according to God's 
purpoſe, by his Spirit Working in due ſeaſon: wy; e 
grace, obey the calling they be juſtified freely.“ 
Homily on Whitſunday —« The Holy Ghoſt fat upon 
| each of them, to teach the Apoſtles, and all other men, 
that it is he which giveth eloquence and utterance in 
preaching the Goſpel; it is he which engendereth a burn- 
ing zeal towards God's word, and giveth all men a tongue; 
yea a fiery tongue, —Neither muſt we think that this 
comforter was either promiſed, or elſe given only to the 
| Apoſtles, but alſo to the univerſal Church of Chriſt, diſ- 
perſed through the whole world.” 
Homily on Rogation Week, — Godly men FEEL in- 
wardly God's Holy Spirit, inflaming their hearts with 
| love, —If you FEEL ſuch a Faith in you, rejoice in it. 
if we FEEL our conſcience at peace with God, through 
remiſſion of our ſins—all is of God.” 
Homily on Whitfunday,—< We have the Holy Spirit in 
our hearts, as a | SEAL and pledge of our everlaſting inhe- 
ritance,” 
Homily on "I the 88 « In reading of 
| God's word, he profiteth moſt, who is moſt inſpired with 
the Holy Ghoſt,” | 
Thid.—& Human and wordly wiſdom 15 NOT NEEDFUL 
| to the underſtanding the Scripture; but the REVELA- 
| F 9 | TION 
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TION of the Ho.y GrosT, who INSPIRETH the true 
meaning unto them, who with, Cn and diligence | 
ſearch for it.“ | 

Homily on the Sacrament, —& The faithful muſt p23: 
- wrought in them, tranquillity of conſcience, the increaſs 
of Faith, Hope, and TRY other graces w God.” 
Such, Rev. 8 Sir, is the opinion of our vile Reformers, 
on the points in diſpute. Now, let me aſk you, who arc 
the moſt irrational and unenlightened Chriſtians; who are 
the beſt Church-of- England-men; the METHoDIsTs, who 
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| | believe and affirm, that the influences of the Ho'y Spirit may 
4 wil be diſtinguiſbed, felt, or kiown, from the impulſes of our 
; |; [] own Spirit; or thoſe perſons, who declare, © that the ope- 
N if i rations of the Holy Spirit cannot be diſtinguiſhed from the 
1 10 workings of our own mind?” Determine as you may; we 
1 90 thus clearly have the © Fathers in Chriſt”? on our ſide, and 
N | it | | we are determined with them, to abide in the “ Faith once 
[8 | | | delivered to the Saints,” 
e 8 | ö **— 8 
. | | Under, the fame head, namely, of Fustification through 
i | Faith, we alſo ſpoke of Regeneration, or the New Birth, 
| \f | l therefore, in this place, we will quote one or two paſſages 
| | | If | from the Liturgy, to ſhew that it is not a novel doctrine. 
| k Collect for Chriſimas Day. —“ Grant, that we being re— 
I generate, and made thy children by adoption and grace, 
| f. may daily be renewed by thy Holy 8 Arts Wag the ſame, 
L's our Lord Jeſus Chriſt.” 


— 


Offices of Baptiſin.— None can enter the kingdom of 

God, except he be regenerate, and born anew, of water 

and of the Holy Ghoſt, —Theſe perſons that come to thy 

holy Baptiſm, may receive remiſſion of their ſins by Si- 

88 RITU AL REGENERATION, —T heſe perſons are regene- 
late, and grafted into * Nas of Chriſt's Church. 4; 


Ro | We 
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We have now one doctrine more to prove from the 
precepts of the Establiſhed Church, and then, I believe, 
the agreement between it and 2ethodiſm will be found 
complete. 8 5 | 


V. SANCTIFICATION BY GRACE. 


Collefts—< May we be preſented unto thee, with pure 
and clean hearts, by the ſame, thy Son Jeſus Chriſt, our 


Lord, —Mortify and kill all vices in us. —Grant we 


beſeech thee, that having this hope, we may purify our- 
ſelves, even as he [ Jeſus Chriſt] is pure. Give us grace 
ever to obey thy godly motions in righteouſneſs and true 


holineſs, —Cleanſe the thoughts of our hearts by the In- 


ſpiration of thy Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love 


thee, and worthily magnify thy holy name through Chriſt 


our Lord.“ 7 
Homily on the Sacrament, It behoveth us to be not 


only pure from all filthineſs of the fleſh and ſpirit, but for 
us to be mortified to fin and the world, to live now to 
God, in Chriſt Jeſus, our Lord.” 

Homily on Repentance, —< There can be no hope, that 
we ſhall enter into the heavenly Jeruſalem, except we be 
firſt made clean, and purged from the filthineſs of fin.” 


Thus, Rev. Sir, I have, I bumbly truſt, ſatisfactorily 
proved, to every unprejudiced mind, that there is a perfect 
coincidence in the doctrines of METHoDIsM, with the 


| doQtrines of the CHURCH oF ENGLAND ; and conſequent- 


ly, he that rejects and condemns the one, muſt condemn 
and reject the other. Therefore, I ſuppoſe you will now 
define METHopisM, as your favourite Warburton has 
done, page 168 of his work above referred to; though [ 
believe, you will be one of the laſt to publiſh his opinion 
on it, as it directly confutes the whole of your Sermon. 

| | « Methe- 
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« Methodiſm ſignifies only the manner of preaching ; not, 


either an old or a new religion; .it is the manner in which 
Mr. Weſley and his followers, attempt to propagate the 
PLAIN OLD REL1G10N.” . A greater truth the Biſhcy 
never ſpoke, and which utterly deſtroys your idea of its 
being a new-fangled doctrine; and as it is the*confeſſion of 
an inveterate enemy, it will have its due force, and, I hope, 
| incline many to © aſe for theſe oLD PATHs, this good way, 
that n therein, they, with us, may Res rest for their 


0” 


Zaly. Is Mernoprem deducible from the word of 
God? 


After the Scripture language which has been made uſe 
of, in deſcribing the economy of the-METHonDIsTs, it is 
_ almoſt unneceſſary to ſtate the queſtion; but that we may 
ſtop the mouth of every adverſary, we will give © Jin 
upon line, and precept upon precept;”” and ſhall therefore 
place one or more paſſages from the word of God, oppo- 
ſite to each doctrine, proving its ein from that divine 
ſource. 


I. Ort6inaL Sin. „Me were by nature the children 
of wrath, even as hers” Eph. ii. 3. 


II. PERSONAL SIN. © There i is no man that finneth 
ot,” 1 Kings viii. - 


III. 1 BY 8 « There is one Me— 
diator between God and man, the man Christ Jeſus, wha 
- gave N a ranſom for all,” I Tim. ii. 5 and 6. 


IV. JosTIFIcATION BY 3 «YH man is Jus 
| e by Faith, without the deeds of the law,” 


V. SANC- 


Methodiſm Vindicated. 41 


V. SaxcTIFICATION By GRACE.“ © Without Ho- 
lineſs no man ſhall ſee the Lord.” Heb. xii 12. God 
dwelleth in ds, and his love is perfected in us.“ 1 Joh iv. 12. 


Having thus proved, that every doctrine inculcated by the 
MgTHODISTS, has its parallel in the Eftabliſhed Church, 
and alſo its origin in the word of God, even you, Rev. 
Sir, I think, muſt confeſs, that inſtead of its being a 
ſyſtem founded in Ignorance, © it is the truth as it is in 
Jeſus,” and conſequently ought 1 to be reverenced by every 
man. We are now to prove, 


SECONDLY, That Me-rHopIon i is not ſupported by EN- 
THUSIASM. | | 


To aſcertain this point clearly, it will be neceſſary for 
e, f F 0 

it, To enquire what is Enthuſiaſin; and, 

2dly, That though Enthuſiaſm is to be avoided, M- 
THODISM ought to be embraced. 


Iſt, wk is Enthuſiaſm? | 


Perhaps there is not another word, which has been re- 
ceived into 'the Engliſh language, that is ſo frequently 
uſed, and fo little underſtood, as the word Enthuſiaſin.— 
Though of Greek extraction, whence the word dies 
is derived, has been the ſource of ſome diſputation 
ſome ſuppofing its etymology in i Se, in God, others iy 
dun, in ſacrifice; either becauſe it has reference to the 
Moſt High, or that its greateſt influence has been mani- 
feſted at the times of oblation. | 


It has been conſidered by many as a term of reproach, 
in its univerſal- acceptation, but eſpecially when applied 
do religion. By others, as neither morally good nor evil; 

Fo but 
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but then they confine it to that vigour, vivacity, fervour, 
and ſtrength, ſo peculiarly manifeſt in the works of the 
Grecian, Roman, and ſome few of the Engliſh poets, — 


Others have been on the oppoſite extreme, and have not 
heſitated to declare, that no worſhip can be acceptable t» 


the Almighty, but only ſuch as proceeds from Enth ſi. 


fm : theſe conſider it in its ſuperlative acceptation, andes 
another word for that Divine Power, by whoſe extras: di- 
nary illumination the Prophets and Apoſtles wrote the 
Scriptures, and by whoſe ordinary influences we now per- 
form the will of God. There are ſome others, who have 
extended its directing power to all the concerns of liſe, 
and have boldiy aſſerted, © there is no man excellent in 
his profeſſion, whatſoever it be, who has not in his tem- 
per a ſtrong tincture of Enthuſiaſm.” But moſt mon 
fully agree to the proverb, that “ Enthuſlaſm is commend- 
avle in every thing but religion;“ and therefore, as that 
1s the ſubject on which we are now to conſider its inf: 
ences, we, with them, muſt ſuppoſe it an 1 evil, a reli- 
gious frenzy. 


Let 195 our readers miſtake us in this particular, and 
ſuppoſe that, like as Feſtus to Paul, we are ſaying to every 
one who profeſſ=th the religion of the heart, « Righteouſrcſs, 
peace, and joy in the Holy Ghoſt; © THOU ART BESIDE 
EFHYSELF, Far be it from us to give ſuch a comment on 
tze word under conſideration. Nay, by the term Eutbu- 
fast, we mean a perſon guilty of quite the reverſe; one 
who, like Gallio, & careth for none of theſe things;” yet 
vainly preſumes on the mercy of God, and hopes mercly 
through that to obtain heaven, though he never walked 
one ſtep in © che way that leadeth unto the kingdom.” This 
ſect of Enthuſiaſts, who ſuppoſe they ſhall attain the end, 
without uſing the means, is by far the moſt numerous of 
any upon the face of the earth. YOu there are many 

others, 
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| dthers, of waom we miſt now briefly el, after con- 
eiſely premiling, that Enthuſiaſim is evidently much nearer 
allied to madneſs than to folly; as a fool draws wrong con- 


miſes. And, Rev. Sir, can I hope for forgiveneſs, if I 


that you are included in this number, as you have raiſed a 
mighty ſtructure on a falſe, baſeleſs foundation; for though 
your concluſions may be right, your premiſes are falſe, con- 
ſ:quently, your arguments, grounded thereon, are invalid. 


now to ſpeak, may be reduced to the following claſſes: — 
| First, thoſe fiery zealots for opinions and modes of wor- 
ſhip, who, though deſtitute of every heaven-born princi- 
ple, will, like the Phariſees of old, “ compaſs ſea and land to 
make one proſelyte, though they make him two-fold more the 
child of bell than themſelves.” Secondly, We conſider thoſe 
to be Enthuſiaſts, who appropriate to themſelves thoſe ex- 
traordinary gifts of the Holy Spirit, which they evidently 
co not poſſeſs; ſuch as the power of working miracles, 
eſpecially the raiſing of the dead, healing of the ſick, cur- 
ing the blind, &c. alſo thoſe who predict future events, 


actneſs, than ever the prophets, under the Moſaic diſpen- 


who ſuppoſe they are illuminated by the Spirit of God, 
when it is manifeſt they are not: though we know that ir 
is only by the Spirit of our God, which helpeth our in- 
firmities, and teacheth us how to ſpeak, that we can wor- 
ſhip the Almighty, or preach in his name acceptably; yet 
we muſt with theſe join thoſe © who imagine, that God 
liftates the very words they ſpeak; and that conſequently, 
It is impoſſible they ſhould ſpeak ny thing amiſs, either as 


cluſions from right, premiſes, whilſt a madman, like the 
Enthuſiaſt, draws right concluſions, but from wrong pre- 


declare, that I think it muſt already have been manifeſts 


The different kinds of Enthuſiaſts, of which we are | 


propheſying things to come, with greater certainty and ex- 


| lation pretended to. In this ſect we muſt include thoſe, 


G to 


75 0 a contain every neceſſary direction, both for general 
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to the matter or the manner of it.” This we muſt con- 
demn, though, at the ſame time, as above acknowledged, 

« if ever we either think, ſpeak, ot act right, it is through 
the aſſiſtance of the bleſſed Spirit.” And Lastly, we muſt 
conclude thoſe to be Enthuſiaſts, who expect that the my- 
ſteries of the word of God, or the ſpiritual import of the 
Scriptures, will be unfolded to them without any end-1- 
vours on their part, fuch as reading them, and meditating 
thereon. With theſe we may alſo include thoſe who expect 
particular directions from God, either by his word, in 
things of no moment; or by dreams, viſions, &c. in points 
of importance, which they conceive the Scriptures leave 
, undetermined. But it is not fo, the “ law and the testi 


and particular circumſtances; and therefore, when we wiſh 
to enquire & what is the will of God concerning us, we 
have only to conſider whether the accompliſhment of our 
deſign tends to our holineſs or not; if it does, it is “ he 
good and acceptable will of Gd; if not, it is contrary thereto; 
for e will of God is our ſanctification;“ which is a ſuf- 
ficient rule and direction for us in all caſes, whether ord- 
nary or extraordinary, We have thus, in as few words 
as poſſible, deſcribed thoſe whom we conſider guilty of En- 
thuſiaſm; not, but that there are many others, who have 
| ſubſtituted the “ reveries of a heated imagination“ jor 
ce the words of truth and ſoberneſi; ;” but they are ſo nearly 
allied to, or included in the above general deſcription, that 
oy need not be Hens: S mg | 


Rev. Sir, now let me aſk, if it be not an inſult to the 
underſtandings of our readers, is METHoDIsM, which! 
have above ſhewn to be ſo conſonant to the Church of Eng- 
land, and fo clearly deduced from the word of God, any 


more indebted to E nthuft — for its ſupport, than to 1% 
rant 
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rance for its foundation ? It certainly is not; and therefore 
we have now to prove, 


2dly. That though Enthuſ zaſm is to be avoided, Me- 
TH0DISM ought to be en 


Every rational Chriſtian will moſt readily: agree with us, 
that each of theſe ſpecies of Enth»ſiafm ought to be avoided 
as pernicious poiſon; as it ſaps tbe foundation of all true 
piety, and utterly incapacitates the ſoul for all reaſonable 
worſhip, whether natural, revealed, or ſpiritual. Nows 
the conſequences of imbibing theſe deluſtons, and yielding 
to them, are, pride, obſtinacy, contempt, bigotry, anger, 


deviliſh diſpoſition, 


I would alſo warn all, but particularly the moral, 
learned, ſenſible reader, to beware eſpecially of that moſt 
dangerous rock of Enthuſiaſm, on which myriads have 
been wrecked ; namely, of ſuppoſing themſelves Chriſ- 
tians, when they -moſt certainly are not. My dear 
friends, the being born of Chriſtian parents, in a Chris- 
tian country, the being chriſtened in infancy, your 
being called by that holy name, the embracing Chriſtian 


modes of worſhip, living a moral, harmleſs, honeſt, 
or, as is generally termed, a Chri/tian life, does not con- 


of the word. All this may be, nay, is daily exp-rienced 
by millions; and yet they are no more Christians, than 
deneca, Socrates, or any of the wiſe Heathens. It is 
only « a death unto ſin, and a new-birth unto righteouſ- 
neſs,” through Jeſus Chriſt, that can make us ſuch in the 
ſirht of God. Tf we have not “ Faith in Christ,“ if 
We 195 not i redemption in his blaod, the forgive of 


malice, evil-ſpeaking, and every other earthly, ſenſual, and 


opinions, or the Catholic faith, uſing the Christian 


ſtitute you a Christian, according to the ſpiritual import 


V3 our 


: 1 contain every neceſſary direction, both for general 
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to the matter or the manner of it.” This we muſt con. 
demn, though, ar the ſame time, as above acknowledged 
« if-ever we either think, ſpeak, ot act right, it is through 
the aſſiſtance of the bleſſed Spirit.” And Lastly, we muſt 
conclude thoſe to be Enthuſiaſts, who expect that the my— 
ſteries of the word of God, or the ſpiritual import of the 
Scriptures, will be unfolded to them without any euda. 
vours on their part, ſuch as reading them, and meditating 
thereon. With theſe we may alſo include thoſe who expect 
particular directions from God, either by his word, in 
things of no moment; or by dreams, viſions, &c. in point; 
of importance, which they conceive the Scriptures cave 
, undetermined. But it is not ſo, the © law and the teit:. 


and particular circumſtances; and therefore, when we wilh 
to enquire © what is the will of God concerning us,” we 
have only to conſider whether the accompliſhment of cut 
deſign tends to our holineſs or not; if it does, it is © th! 
good and acceptable will of God; if not, it is contrary therets; 
for © the will of God is our ſanctification;“ which is a {ul- 
ficient rule and direction for us in all caſes, whether ord: 
nary or extraordinary. We have thus, in as few word 
as poſſible, deſcribed thoſe whom we conſider guilty of En 
thuſiaſm;z not, but that there are many others, who hane 
ſubſtituted the © reveries of a heated imagination“ {a 
ce the words of truth and ſoberneſs;” but they are ſo-near) 
allied to, or included in the above general deſcription, that 
they need not be hers Sema 


Ree, Sir, now let me aſk, if it be not an inſult to tit 
underſtandings of our readers, is METHOD ISM, which! 
have above ſhewn to be ſo conſonant to the Church of Ex- 
land, and ſo clearly de duced from the word of God, a 
more indebted to Enthuſiaſi for its ſupport, than to In 
| ; ral 
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rance ke its foundation ? It certain y is not; and therefore 
| we have now to prove, 


ally. That though Enthuſ raſm i is to be avoided, M- 
THODISM ought to be embraced. 


that each of theſe ſpecies of Enthiſiaſu ought to be avoided 
| as pernicious poiſon; as it ſaps tbe foundation of all true 
piety, and utterly incapacitates the ſoul for all reaſonable 
worſhip, whether natural, revealed, or ſpiritual. Now» 
the conſequences of imbibing theſe deluſions, and yielding 
to them, are, pride, obſtinacy, contempt, bigotry, anger, 


malice, evil-ſpeaking, and every other earthly, ſenſual, and 
$ 4:viliſh diſpoſition, | 


I would alſo warn all, but Pander the moral, 
learned, ſenſible reader, to beware eſpecially of that moſt 
Wangerous rock of Enthuſiaſm, on which myriads have 
been wrecked; namely, of ſuppoſing themſelves Chriſ- 
tians, when they moſt certainly are not. My dear 
Wriicnds, the being born of Chriſtian parents, in a Chris- 


n country, the being chriſtened in infancy, your 
eng called by that holy name, the embracing Chriſtian 


Ppinions, or the Catholic faith, uſing the Christian 


tute you a Christian, according to the ſpiritual import 
f the word. All this may be, nay, is daily exp-rienced 
y millions; and yet they are no more Christians, than 
eneca, Socrates, or any of the wiſe Heathens. It is 
ny * a death unto fin, and a new-birth unto righteouſ- 
els,” through Jeſus Chriſt, that can make us ſuch in the 
ght of God. If we have not « Faith in Christ, if 
e have not & redemption in his blood, the nel of 

1 85 8 2 our 


Every rational Chriſtian will moſt readily agrec with us, 


des of worſhip, livinz a moral, harm! oſs, honeſt, | 
r, as is generally termed, a Chriſtian life, does not con- 


0 
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our fins,” we are not Chr ities In fine, 60 I F ANY May 
HAVE NOT THE SPIRIT OF Cuxlsr, HE IS NONE or 
HIS,” . viii. 9.) 


i That. MzrtroDien ought to be embraced, mult he 
Clear to every one who believes that the religion of ſe- 
ſus Chriſt is a ſyſtem of humility and love, Their prin— 
ciples tend univerſall y to humble the pride of the humey 
heart, which they declare, “ ig deceitful above all thing, 
and deſperately wicked,” till changed by divine grace.— 
They alſo © adorn the doctrine of God their Saviour,” by 
_ enforcing on their hearers the neceſſity of loving f 
| Lord their God with all their heart, mind, and sirexcth; 
and their neighbour, all mankind, as themſelves.” But u 
this is infringing on the third general head, we need not 
ſpend any more words to make that clear, which mult be 
manifeſt to all; but will proceed to prove, 

LasTLY, That MzTropIsM is pure Chriſtianity; and 
7.0 conſequently conducive to the Intereſts of Re- 
ligion, and the Welfare of Society. 


1ſt, That METHopiIsM is pure Chriſtianity, 


It having been already proved, that METHoDIsM is en- 
tirely conſonant to the Church of England, and that it hs 
its origin in the word of God; likewiſe, as the former his 
ever been allowed to conſtitute a part of the univerſi 
__ Chritian Church, and as the latter contains the words 
and doctrines of Christ himſelf, MeTHoDISM, without 
dif] pute, muſt be pure Christianity. Excluſive of tit 
. . proofs above referred to, MExTHODISsM carries in itlcl! ſuch 
© clear evidences of its benevolence, philanthropy, and u- 
bounded chart 1575 that it can haye no other than the Al 


mighty for its author and for its end. If any fi = 
i 
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the truth of this propoſition, let them attend to the follow- 
ing character, which, I aver, is a faithful repreſentation 
of a living member of 2 ſociety, . 


Having been . from death, and adopted into the 
amily of God, he is conſtantly exclaiming, & pom have 
I in beaven but thee; and there is none upon earth I deſire 
Lefide thee?” He rejoices when he looks from whence he 
was taken, * the horrible pit;”” when he conſiders his pre- 
ſent ſtate, © justified freely * and more eſpecially when 
he looks forward, “ in hope of the glory that fhall be re- 
vealed.” ( Having learned in whatſrever state he is, 
therewith te be content,” he rejoices both in proſperity wad 

in adverſity; firmly believing that © all things ſhall wor 
together for. good.“ Having committed his all © inte the 
hands of a faithful Creator,” he is anxiouſly “ careful for 
nathingz”” but by © making his requests known unto God,” 
he depends on the promiſe, that having © ſought first the 
kingdom of God and his righteouſneſs, all theſe things ſhall 
be added unto bim,” Thus walking continually with God, 
he fufills his duty towards him, and experiences his heart 
perpetually diſpoſed © to love his brotber alſo.” In this ge- 
_ neral term, he includes all mankind, as he loves his very 
enemies; and prays for thoſe © that deſpitefuly uſe and per- 
ſecute him; and if he has © a quarrel against any,” he 
molt readily forgives the injury, © even as God, for Christ's 
ſake, hath forgiven him.” His determination being © not 
to do his own will, but the will of him that ſent him 4 LE 


« his eye becomes ſingle, and his whole body full of light,” 
and © fulfilling all the commandments of God, he yields all. 
his members, © as instruments of righteouſneſs unto God. 


Thus glorifying God, and thus “ doing good unto a! 
men,“ he, after his ability, © feeds the hungry, clothes the 
naked, viſits the fick, and them that are in priſen;” and is 
ever faithfully recommending the religion he enjoys, to 

| others; 
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others; that they may be thus praiſing God, thus happy 
in themſelves, and thus a bleſſing to all around them; that 
all men, with him, “ may come unto the meaſure of the gta. 
ture of the fulneſs of Christ.“ Ecce fpeflaculum Des dig. 
num. —© See a fight worthy of God.” 


This is the true portrait of a MeTHoIsT, i, e. of 
5 every one that has the “ Spirit of Christ,”” & and walks as 
he alſo walked. This is a fulfilment of the vow, which 
every onemakes, when he is initiated to the privileges of the 
Church of England by Baptiſm, © of renouncing the world, 

the fleſh, and the devil.” This then being the perform- 

ance of the commands, and the following of the example 

of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, it muſt be allowed that this man 
is a Christian, in the fulleſt acceptation of the word; and 

therefore, he being a METHoDIST, acting, in every in- 
ſtanßz according to the precepts of his ſe, MeTHopisn, 
without contradiction, muſt be a ſyſtem of pure Chriſti- 
* And therefore, muſt be e by all, to be, ; 


f 1 Conducive to the Intereſts of Religion, and the 
Welfare of Society. 


That a ſyſtem of benevolence, philanthropy, and un- 
2 ere charity, could ever be conſidered by an man 3s 
prejudicial to the cauſe of Chriſtianity, or the well-being 
of - mankind, muſt, at firſt ſight, appear exceedingly 
ſtrange. But daily experience corroborates the fact. As 
under the old diſpenſation, the children of the bond-woman 
grieved the children of the free, © even fo it is now, he 
that is born after the flaſb, perſecuteth him that is born after 
the ſpirit;” and therefore, though the truth be ever lo ac- 
ceptable, and its diyine fruits ever ſo manifeſt, in the lives 
of its profeſſors; yet, © the. carnal mind being enmity 


Gy 2 2825 Sd” 2 every iy that is ſpiritual, or pro- 
| ceedeth 
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ecedeth from the Spirit; for, © the natural man receiveth 


not the things of the Spirit of Cod; for they are foolifhneſs 
unto him: neither can he know them, becanſe they are ſpiri- 
tually difcerned.” ( 1 Cor. ii. 14.) From this fource pro- 


ceedeth all the calumny on, and the perſecution againſt 
the METHODISTS. Though their ſyſtem is pure, and 
their lives holy; yet their © names will ever be cast out as 


ew,” by © them that know not God; therefore the Apoſtle 


has declared, „ ALL that will live godly in Christ Feſus 


SHALL SUFFER PERSECUTION.” (2 Tim. iii. 12.) But 


in this they rejoice, knowing that their Lord and Maſter 


hath ſaid, „ Bleſſed are ye when men ſhall hate you, and 


when they ſhall ſeparate you from their company, and ſhal! 


| reproach you for the Son of Man's ſake.” (Luke vi. 22.) 


And oh, Rev. Sir, have you nor reviled them, and in 


them their Lord and God! (© He that deſpiſeth you, de- 


ſpiſeth mer: and he that deſpiſeth me, deſpiſeth him that ſent 
ne.” Luke viii. 16.) Though you confeſs on page 16, 
“ That Methodifm has been productive of ſome good to 
ſociety, I could produce many inftances :——many who 
were zmmerſed in ſenſuality, and enflaved to vice, have been, 
by the preaching sf Methodism, reclaimed from their evil 
courſes:“ and though this could have been wrought only 
| by the influence of the Spirit of God, for © without me 
je can do nothing ;”” yet, on page 18 you ſay, © our under- 
| ſanding reſiſts the abſurdity of their opinions“ which 


our judgment forbids us to believe, and which our con- 


ſcience commands us to condemin !” And though you 
| have above confeſſed the utility of their preaching, even 
to the turning of & the wicked from the error of his ways; * 

yet on p. 32 you declare, „ you withhold, and are juſti- 
hed in withholding your approbation” from the inſtru- 
ments by which this great end of preaching has been at- 


| tained! and on p. 17, you ſay “ that ſome of the advan- | 


Fo you have enumerated, appear to be the bewilderd re- 
veries 


- 
-” x 7 | 1 oy, oo q 
> 83 b 4 x 1 8 - SO 95 
Fee . * — — ; 6 . * — E 
. ß ¾—ůNññ— ũ „„ 3 * = . 5 "<< 2 85 4 _— 
e — 266 IH»: . N * 4 8 1 32 7 g * 2 
N — 2 ” - - 


30 Met hodiſm Vindicated. Wy 


. geſtions of a ſound underſtanding, and the clear dictates 
of genuine piety! 


through Faith, “ a work which ye ſhall in no wiſe belicye, 
| though a man declare it unto you.” (Acts xiii, 41.) 


jected by more, yet it is no proof that its principles are 


| nity is, and ever has been fo contrary to the ſpirit of the 


by his children may be known. —* i ye were of the 
world, the world would lode his own : but becauſe ye art 


wot of the world, but I have choſen you out of the world, 
therefore the world hateth you.“ (John xv. 19.) This 
crown of rejoicing the METHoDISTs have long worre, 


_ thoſe principles which tend to humble the pride of the 
buman heart, and fill the ſoul with love to God and man; 


ture, and aggrandize the glory of the Creator, muſt be 
entirely conducive to the interests of Religion, and to the 


bonour of God. As in like manner, ſuch a ſyſtem, ſuch 
principles, and ok doctrines, muſt be equally conducive 


of God muſt be for the good of man; or in the words 


veries of a iordcted mind, rather than the judictous ſug· 


[9 


What'glaring inconſiſtency and blind. 
neſs of heart! May God grant, that it may not be fi 
unto you, “ Behold, ye deſpiſers, and wonder and perijy, 
for I work a work in your days,” the forgiveneſs of ſins 


Although METHoDISM is deſpiſed by many, and te. 


not conducive to the intereſts of religion; but rather that 
it is the genuine religion itſelf. The ſpirit of Chriſtia- 


world, that our bleſſed Lord gives this as a criterion where- 


and while they continue ſpirituallyj minded, it will be ther 
portion in this world. But if other evidences were neceſ- 
fary, it muſt be manifeſt to every intelligent mind, that a a 
ſyſtem which has God for its author and for its end; that 


that thoſe doctrines which deſtroy all merit in the crez- 


to the ae « ſociety. ? 


Acccording to | the old W « What is for the gloſj 
„ 
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| of holy writ, f He that loveth God loveth bis Brother 


_ Fiz and that the doctrines of MgeTHopisM have this 


tendencey; I need not uſe many words to prove to thoſe; 


W ho have attentively conſidered the principles, and prac- 


tice of the people, I have deſcribed. Nay, except the 
J main object oſ their lives he to theſe great ends, the glory 
W of God and the good of Mankind, verily they are not M- 
THODISTS; for I declare once more, that METHoDISM 
conſiſts in © Loving GOD WITH ALL OUR HEART, AND 
OUR NEIGHBOUR AS OURSELF.” This love of our neigh- 
bour, conſiſts not merely in feeding him when he is hun- 
| gry, loathing him when he is naked, or viſiting him 
when he is in priſon; but is firſt manifeſt in our earneſt 


ſolicitude for the ſalvation of his ſoul ; for as the ſoul is of 


| infinitely more value than the body, ſo in proportion ſhould 
our endeavours tend to render him the greateſt, the moſt 
| valuable aſſiſtance. Should we, through fear of his har- 
bouring ideas of our uncharitableneſs, ſuffer fin upon him, 
without reproof, though at the ſame time we might be ad- 
miniſtering to the neceſſities of his body, what would 
| this be, but the pampering of the body and ſoul for hell- 
fire? Nay, rather let us endeavour to « be ga ftewards of 
the manifold mercies of God, both to the bodies, and to the 
| ſouls, of our fellow-creatures. Let us always endeayour to 
ſhew our diſtreſſed Brethren, that by nature we are all 
| miſerable, blind, and naked; that there is no difference, 
| that © God hath concluded all under fin, that he might have 
nercy upon all; that there is one Mediator between God and 
| Men, the Man Chrifl Feſus ;”* that © whoever believeth in 
| him ſhould not periſh but have everlaſting liſe.“ With 

theſe glorious truths, let us communicate to the utmoſt of 
our ability, or of his need, of © the good things of this 
world,” that he may be aſſured of the ſincerity of our in- 

tention, and that he may be at liberty to receive the Goſ- 

ry precepts, we have endeavoured to inculcate on him. 
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This is the duty of every MeTnonIsT hd, glory he 
to God, it is the acknowledged practice of many of than. 
This being the tendency of the economy of Meropi 
towards God and Man, we muſt, and I truſt every ij. 
partial reader will conclude, that it is highly conducive 10 
the Interests of Religion, and the Ne © of Society. 


| Agreeably to the 18 firſt propoſed, we have now gone 
through the diſcourſe before us, and perhaps might be ex. 
cuſed by our readers, if we here clofed the ſubject; but 
as there are ſeveral particulars in the Sermon under conl.- 
deration, which have not regularly fallen in with our 
theme, we will briefly run through them and concluce 


our OP 


- 


Rev. Sin, 


Do you imagine that any perſon can be ſo blind to the 
ſpirit which you have manifeſted throughout your Sermon, 
as to fuppoſe that the aſſertion on p. 17, can be true, you 
ſay, «J wiſh not to excite in you any emotions of con- 
_ tempt towards the people, whoſe errors and frailties, whilſt 
we record them, we ought, as Chriſtian miniſters ſcriouſly 
to lament.” Does not your language, from the beginning 
to the end prove the contrary? Has not the very © purity 
of which they boaſt ”” been condemned, as © ſullied with 
pride and disfigured with error”? (p. 13,) Have you any- 
where ſpoken of them as Brethren, as Chriſtians? Have 
you not uniformly ſtigmatized them as ignorant, illiterate, 
and preſumptious? (p. 10, 12, & 32.) Are they not accul: 0 
of being guilty of ſchiſm; (p. 8.) of creating notorious and 
dangerous divifions; (ibid.) of being fanatics, (p. 10,) 
_ deluders, (p. 14%) madmen, (p. 17,) malicivus, (p- 18,) 
calumniators, (p. 19,) avaricious, uncharitable, and mur- 
.derers! (p. 21.) © I this conſiſtent with Chriſran 
Os | charity ? 
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charity. Is this the ſuggeſtion of that amiable ſpirit 
which thinketh no evil”? Though © Michael the arch- 
angel when contending with the Devil, durst not bring 
against him a railing accuſation, but ſaid, The Lord rebuke 
thee! yet,) vou do not heſitate to brand the METHODISNTHS 
with the moſt opprobrious epithets, and to“ * ſpeak evil of 
the things which you know not.” 


On p. 32; you condemn all the Mrnoplsr preachers 
as illiterate and preſumptious teachers; yet, at the ſame 
time, they are the very paragons of diſſimulation, craft, and 
ſubtilty ! Though ignorant aad illiterate on p. 10, yet 
on p. 25, they are able to diſguiſe the circumstances atten- 
dant on truth and falſchood, in ſuch a ſpecious manner, that 
their hearers, zmpl/rcitly believe the fact, and & ardently wiſh 
to experience the bleſſings of the conſolatory doctrine” of 
the forgiveneſs of fins. Though ignorant and poor on one 
page, (10) yet on another, (31) they appear the authors of 
« intelligible and wholeſome inſtruction, ” and to watch 
over, and direct their flock, with ſuch wiſdom and diligence, 
on page 28, that you acknowledge it is © with diſtin- 
guiſhed ſucceſs ;?? and on page-29, that unleſs the miniſters 
o the Eſtabliſhment follow their example, and “ renew 
the paſtoral intercourſe with their pariſhioners, which their 
forefathers maintained, their labours will not, I fear, be 
very ſucceſsful, and, [lamentable confeſſion:] METHODISN 
will afuredly continue to increaſe” | What copy the exam- | 
ple of Fanatics and Enthufiasts ? Surely this advice muſt, 
be as grating in the ear of every rational and enlightened 
miniſter of the Church of England, as the aſſertions above 
quoted are inconſiſtent ? *Till now we did not believe that 
a fountain could ſend forth bitter water and ſweet, at the 
lame time that any men could be ignorant, yet wiſe 
Uliterate, yet learned; ; ignorant preachers, yet wiſe to win 
4 | fouls; ; 
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fouls ; reclaimers of the wicked, yet the authors of fin! 
„ How this is to be reconciled,” Rev. Sir, “ can only 
be deſcribed by your peculiar phraſeology, 1 compte. 
nne by your illuminated mind.? 


Equal Wende your aſſertiongon p. 16, and 17, 
« That Methodiſm, however, has been productive of ſym: 
good to ſociety, I could, were it neceſſary, produce many 
inſtances” but the man the moſt ſolicitous for 
its ſucceſs, would not, I am perſuaded, by any effort of 
ingenuity be able to produce any additional circumſtances 
in its favor.” But this an enemy does. For you, Sir, en 

p- 15, acknowledge, © that men who formerly were to- 
8 tall ignorant of the Chriſtian covenant, are now, ſince 
they embraced Methodiſm, mighty in the fc riptures; to the 
reproach of too many of the members of our Church.“ 
On p. 17, Melody and devotion are increaſed by their great 
attention; whi h muſt be praiſe-worthy, as the parochicl 
Clergy are exhorted to copy after them! On p. 29, their 
diligence i is commended in enquiring what improvement 
their Sermons produce on the minds of their hearers; here 
alſo they are ſet forth as an example for the Clergy ! On 
p. 30 they confeſſedly ſupply the lack of ſervice in the 
Eſtabliſhed miniſtry, and by “ preaching twice in ti. e day, 
convey to many well meaning perſons thoſe comforts which 
they are not incapable of feeling, and thoſe exhortations 
which they may be diſpoſed to follow.” Nou, if theſ: be 
not $UBSTANTIAL advantages to Society, I know not 
What are? And therefore, Rev. Sir, either your 
derstanding or your honesty muſt ſtand impeached, 


| On p. 19, the Methodiſts are accuſed of © arrogating 
to themſelves the property of omniſcience.” To this [ fay, 
60 a heal thyſelf, 7? as near the ſo of the ſame page 
the 
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he Rev. Mr. Clapham, is guilty of the crime he has 
alledged againſt them: „ thinkest thou this, O man, that 
j udgest them which do ſuch things, and doest the ſame, that 
| thou ſhall yy the judgment f God f ( Rom. ii, 3.) 


Beſpedting the education of their children; it is notorious 
that not any body of Chriſtians has made greater exertion 

towards the attainment of ſo vaulable an end, than the 
| MeTHoDISTS: witneſs their noble ſ-minary at Kingswood, 

their numerous Charity Schools, in London and elſe- 
| where; excluſive of the frequent inſtructions which they 
| receive from the Preachers, who met them in a body, by 
themſelyes, once a week, for the purpoſe of catechiſing Kc. 
Therefore the long harangue on the ſubject on p. 19, and 
20, though curious, proves nothing; at leaſt, not what was 
intended; only that you, Sir, who on p. 13 decry the 
preaching of mere morality, here hold it forth at the ex- 
pence of religion; as you ſay, © the moral ſenſe is not im- 
« planted at all, and a ſ21ſ-: of religion has been implanted 
in vain”! On the ſame page it is boldly aſſerted, that 
public and family worſhip, produce meanneſs in the mind, 
and a « copious harveſt of ſccret follies, and concsaled 
irregularities.” Strange effect ſurely of preaching and 
praying! Almoſt as ſtrange as your definition of holineſs 
on p. 17, which is there faid to confiſt “ ſometimes in 
| tedious prayers, ſometimes in ſudden raptures, and ſome- 
| times in gloomy meditations !” Though you here may 
have recouiſe to the ſubterfuge of its being 7ron:cally 
ſpoken, yet if it were, is it not rrreverently, if not blaſe 
phemouſly ſpoken? God is the author of holineſs; and who- 
ever ſpeaks diſreſpectfully of his work, is guilty of ir- 
reverence, if not of blaſphemy ; but you have ſpoken diſ- 
reſpectfully of holineſs, which is his work, conſequently - 
is have ſpoken irreyerently, if not blaſphemoully. 
The 
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* wy lamentation on p. 21, 8 the ſuppoſed 
witcy which © prevails in many families of the Metho- 
diſts, will be beſt anſwered by St. Matthew, chap. x, 
34, 35, Kc: On which, with as much properity, we 
might lament that Jeſus Chriſt, « ſhould obſtinately perſiſt 
in following ſuch pernicious ſteps,” as preaching doctrines 
which © ſet a man at varience against his father, and tir 
daug ghter  agatnst her mother.” 


How doctrines 1 cauſe men ee to ter- 
minate their exiſtance and ruſh unbidden into preſence 
of the Almighty,” can reaſonably be called fatteri:,, 


Kp. 24) conſalatory, (p. 25,) and facinating, (p. 29,) 1 
5 mut leave the wiſdom of Air. n to elucidate. 


The inſinuations on the loyalty of the Merhopisre, 
28 they are not ſubſtantiated by any direct charges, are 
beneath notice, 


Rev. Sir, to , uſe your own words, “J cannot ah 
bate with ſufficient indignation—the unjust and ſcandalyns 
miſrepreſentation, reſpecting © the perodical change cf 
their preachers,” (p. 28.) Your ſay, “ Before the an- 
' nounced period arrives, fame has prepoſſeſſed the inhabi. 
tants of his diſtrict in favour of the new miſſionar Jy Ke. 
Now, this is utterly falſe: and I have not charity enoug! 
to believe, that you did not know, that not any circuit 
can be apprized, who their new miſſionary will be, til 
after the change has taken place; as they are not ap- 
pointed till they have leſt their old diſtrict, and are met in 
Conference; from whence they immediately proceed to their 
circuits, and frequently are the firſt to announce their deſ- 
| tination: and they, generally, are removed to ſo diſtant a 
part of che kingdom, vo where they laſt laboured, that, 

: pervap 


perhaps, there is not one of the” « inhabitants of his new 


ditri,” that ever knew, ſaw, or heard of him. Conſe- 


quently your flowery commentary on it, has no founda- 
tion in truth, and you are, once more, proved deficient, 
either in information or honesty, 


Equally falſe are your other aſſertions on p. 12 and 25, 


Firſt, « That we do not find in the writings of the nt 
diſtinguiſhed of our Church, any intimation of ſuch near 


and perſonal communion with God,” as the METHoD1sTS 
profeſs. This is already ſufficiently confuted by the extracts 
from the Liturgy, Articles, and Homilies of the Church 
of England; which were written by thoſe men, who un- 


doubtedly were the mos? distinguiſhed of our Church; as ſome 


of them ſealed the truth of their writings with their blood! 


But to prove this {till further, we need only quote a fer 


paſſages from the moſt eminent Chriſtians, in the differ- 


ent ages of he Chiſch of Chriſt. 


« 11 is the inward maſter that teacheth, it is Chriſt, that 


teacheth, it is inſpiration that teacheth: where this in- 
ſpiration and unction is wanting, it is vain that words from 
without are beaten in.” Aug. ex Frac. Ep. Joh. 2. * 


« The law is ſpiritual and there is need of a revelation 


| to underſtand it.” Heiron. Ep. Paulin. 103. © The 
| whole Epiſtle to the Romans needs an interpretation, it 
being involved in fo great obſcurities, that for the under- 


ſtanding thereof we need the help of the Holy Spirit, who 
through the Apoſtle ted. aol bid. * Hedibra 
150. 75 11. 


„ I forbear inſerting the originals of theſe quotations, as they 
would be uſc!eſs to the greateſt part of our readers; but if any ene 


doubts of the accuracy of the tranſlations, he may readily turn ts 
| them, as references are given. 


That 


dy an intellectual! touch of him.“ « It is but a thin air 


58 Melſod * Vendicated. 


_- « That men > FOR that Feſus is the Lord by the Hi, 
Ghost, no otherwiſe, than they who taſte honey know that 
it is ſweet, even by its proper quality.” 5; Gril Alex. in 
Thqauro, lib, 13, c. 3 


« No man can rightly know God, , or underſtand the 
word of God, unleſs he immediately receive it from the 
Holy Spirit; neither can any receive it from the Holy 
Spirit, except he find it by experience' in himſelf; and in 
this experience the Holy Ghoſt teacheth, as in his ſchool; 
cout of which ſchool] nothing is taught but mere talk, 7 
Luther, tom. 5. þ. 76. &C. 


ec Thoſe ws hear only an outward 8! bodily voice, 
hear the creature; but God is a Spirit, and is neither lf. 
cerned, nor known, nor heard, but by the Spirit; and 
be to hear the voice of God, to ſee Gd, is to 
now and hear the Spirit. By the Spirit alone God is 
known and perceived. Which alſo the more ſerious to this 
day do acknowledge, even all ſuch who ſatisfy themſclves 
not with the ſuperficies of religion, and uſe it as a cover or 
art. Yea, all thoſe who apply themſelves effectually to 
Chriſtianity, and are not ſatisfied until they have found is 
effectual work upon their hearts, redeeming them from 
fin, do feel that no knowledge effectually prevails to the 
producing of this, but that which proceeds from the com- 
forta le ſhining of his light upon their underſtandings. 4 
Phil. Melancton, anno. Joh. vi. 


| « 8 quere Dex: Seek God within thy foul, 
He is beſt diſcerned yz inagi (as Plotinus phraſeth ib 


knowledge that is got by mere ſpeculation, which is uſhered 
in by ſyllogiſms and demonſtrations; | but that whic 
ſprings 
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rings forth from true goodneſs, is Nee v 07971; virodugews 
(as Origen ſpeaks,) It brings ſuch a divine light into the 
ſoul, as is more clear and convincing than any demonſtra- 
tion.” Smith, on book divinity, 


« This certainty [of a true faith] is not a bare con- 
jecture and probable perſuaſion, grounded upon fallible 
| hope, but an infallible aſſurance of faith, founded upon 
| the divine truth of the promiſe of ſalvation; the inward 

evidences of theſe graces, unto which theſe promiſes are 
made, the teſtimony of the Spirit of adoption, witneſſing 
to our ſpirits that we are the children of God; which 
Spirit is the earnest of our inheritance, whereby we are 
| ſealedto the day of redemption.” Westminster con. c. 18 ſec. 12. 


« This is He [the Holy Spirit] of a Truth, whom 


By his Heart-ſearching Power we know him; nor can we 
[miſtake him for another.” „The only way for us to be 
happy here, as well as hereafter, is to obey the Dictates of 
this moſt holy gift; and refrain ſrom every thing it re- 
proves for; and we, as well as thoſe in the Apostle's time, 
ſhall FEEL the Peace of God to fill our Hearts and Minds. 
[This holy Gift therefore is the Power of Godlineſs, which 
m- che Apoſtle foreſaw ſome would deny, though they retained 


the Influence of the Sun by its Light and Heat, as that of 
God upon Man. But poor, proud, finite Man, becauſe 
Ne cannot comprehend the Mode and Manner of it, would 
5 preſumptuouſly as injuriouſly (to himſelf) deny it.“ 


df it, as we do of the Sun, without comprehending the 
lanner of its Emanation. Tillotfan's Sermons. 


* . 
9 £4 
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the Prophets and primitive Chriſtians bore T eſtimony to: 


the Form ot it. To deny therefore this Influence, is to deny 
one of the eſſential Benefits of Christ's Death and Media- 
tion.“ & Men may, with as good Grace, go about to deny 


'Tis ſufficient for us finite Creatures, to feel the Effects 
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A ſtronger chain of evidence, the greateft friend to 
Methodiſm cannot defire. Surely Sir, if you are not in. 
ſuſceptible of ſhame, theſe direct contradictions of your 
poſitive aſſertions, muſt cauſe your forchead to — like 


Ovid's miſtreſs? $: 


— — — — | «Il; 
 Coſeia purpureus venit in ora rubor.” 


A crimſon bluſh her conſcious face o'er ſpread, 


Secondly, (p. 25) you ſay, “ There does not apycar 
any analogy between the converſion of the Jews and (zen. 
tiles, recorded in the New Teſtament, and the New Birth 
of th eMethodiſts. It were, before ſo learned an auditory, 
ſuperfluous to obſerve, that it was not a blind and ſudden 
impulſe of the mind, felt by the firſt converts to Chril- 
tianity, but the ſtrength of argument and the power of 
evidence, urged by the Apoſtles, which cauſed them gladly 
to receive the word, and to be baptized into the profeſlio! 
of Chriſt's religion.” We forbear to cite the in{{ ance 
recorded in the New Teſtament of the ſudden converlion 
of Paul, the Failor of Lydia, and of the 3000 ; as even by 
the gloſs which Dr. Rutherford endeavours to put on 
them, as quoted in your note on the paſſage, it is evident, 
that it was not the conviction of their bodily ſenſes, but an 
inward conſciouſneſs of their being in a ſinful, loſt eſtate, 
that made them ſo earneſtly enquire, « What they must dl 
to be ſaved !”” But whether it was, or was not, a ſudden 
impulſe of the mind that was „elt by the firſt converts to 
Chriſtianity,” or whether there is © any analogy between 
| the converſion of the Jews and Gentiles, and the neu- 

birth of the Methodiſts,” we muſt ſuppoſe. the evidence of 
John Chryſostom to be more concluſive tht «the Rev. A, 
ON J and he 1 declares, in his Com- 
ment 


* 
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ment on Rom. viii, 15, that Abba Father is the firſt word 
we utter © wer Tos Oavuadys od u, 1% Tor Sivor mags, 7 
aywpatwr ver.” aſter theſe amazing throes, (or birth- 
pangs,) and that Strange and wonderful manner of bringing 
forth. If this evidence is not ſatisfactory to you Rev. Sir, 
I have no doubt but the following will be perfectly conclu- 
ſive, as it comes from that ſagacious and acyte obſerver, 
Biſhop Farburton, page 160 of his Offices and Opera- 
tions of the Holy Spirit. «Sacred antiquity is full of its ac- 
counts of the ſudden and entire change, made by the Holy 
Spirit in the diſpoſition and manners of thoſe whom it had 
enlightened : instantaneoufly effacing their evil habits, and 
familiarizing them to the performance of every good 
action, & No natural cauſe could effect this. Neither 
| fanaticiſm, nor ſuperstign, nor both of them, will account 
for ſo ſudden and lasting a converſion.” Therefore the 
| above aſſertion is alſo manifeſtly unfounded, even by the 
| evidence of the grand proto-perſecutor of the Me- 
THODISTS., 7 


On p. 26, we are informed that « Mr. Meſley, as 
Mahomet had done before him, ſanctions his commiſſion by 
| miracles ”” This, (which by the bye is from Narburton, as 
is almoſt the whole ſubſtance of the Sermon,) Mr. 1Ve/ley 
has fully anſwered in theſe words. & do not claim any gift 
above other men ; only I believe God now hears and an- 
ſwers prayer, even beyond the ordinary courſe of nature b 
and I believe thouſands of ſerious Chriſtians have found as 
Plain anſwers to prayer as this” 


That 4 the Clergy, (p. 14,) have advanced in pra- 
tical virtue, as well as ſpeculative knowledge,” by no 
| means clearly appears from the Sermon before us; which 
ve ſhall not be ſurprized at, when we conſider that a jus? 
| ſenſe of decorum is ſpoken of as the foundation of their 1. 
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On p- 28, they are accuſed of neglecting melody ar devo- 
tion; though it is acknowledged, that in proportion as 
« harmony is cultivated in our ſeveral Churches, in the 
ſame degree are our congregations uſually increaſed.” This 
I grant; but then there muſt be a harmony between the 
diſt and pulpit alſo, or our congregations will be increal-4 
to little purpoſe, On p. 29, they are directly charged 
with omitting that eſſential part of their duty, private ad- 
monition; though it is declared, that if they are content 
with giving only thoſe inſtructions which are dclivercd 
from the pulpit,” their & diſcourſes cannot be adapted to 
the moral exigences of their reſpective flocks.“ On p. 30, 
e are informed, that © the ſubjects of their Sermons ar: 
not always. ugictoufly choſen;“ and though the lamen- 
able conſequence of this is, that many people abſent then- 
ſelves from church with a ſtypid indifference to religion 
or a contempous diſregard of its evidences and of its au- 
thcrity,”* yet, on the ſame page we are aſſured, that too 
many of the Clergy, which have the care cf numerous 
congregations, think their duty diſcharged by preaching 
[i one of theſe Mmjudicious Sermons on a Su day! 


Surely after theſe pointed accuſations againſt the Cle ergy, 
which affect both their heads and their hearts, the Me 
THODISTS will not be again charged by the Rev. A. 

| Clapham, of uttering <unjuft reſlections and ſcandalous mii 
repreſentations of the tenets and preaching of the Eſtav- 
Iih-d miniſters?“ If they ſhoald, it will be as inconſiſtent 
in him, as it was in the Rev. Mr. Ruſſel, Curate of 
Perffore, who, after accuſing the Methodiſts with © re vil 
ing and abuſing the Cle ergy,” declares that the ſolemn at 
if 1 called a Viſitation, for the reforming the abul- $10 
1 the Church, and for the inſtruction of their ignorant Bre- 
1 thren, is nothing better than a midnight bacchanal. ! der 
p. 14 of his Hints for the Conſideration of the Methatiit 


— at 


Methodiſm Vindicated. 
Thus, Rev. Sir, I have examined your Sermon, and 


but a *{incere, and ſteady diſpoſition” to advance nothing 
but truth, and expoſe error and falſehood. And though it 
| poflible will appear, that © when for the time” you have 
been in the miniſtry, © you ought to be a teacher“ of the 
truth as it is in Jeſus, © you have need that one teach you 
again, which be the first principles of the oracles of God: ” 
(Heb. v, 12.) Vet, Sir, be not offended, but give place 


throughout the Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt; and though the 


free, from the law of ſin and death. Vea, it ſhall make you, 
like St. Paul, a Preacher of that doctrine which you have 
perſecuted; and then, may your labours be ſo attended with 


| ſaved.” In which happy number, may God of his infinite 
mercy in Chriſt Jeſus, include you and me, 


Ils the ſincere Prayer of, Rev. Sir, 
A MEMBER oF THE ESTABLISHED CHURCH. 


= 25th. August, 1795. 
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truſt, that I have not manifeſted a &“ contentious temper,” 


to that teachable diſpoſition, which is recommended 


Inſtrument may be mean by which you attain the truth, 
| yet receive it © in the love thereof, and it ſhall made you 


the power of that Holy Spirit, which you have heretofore 
deſpiſed, or at leaſt lightly eſteemed, that many ſeals may 
be added to your miniſtry, even ſuch as hall be eternally 
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may not be amiſs, by way of con cluſion, to inform the res. 
ders of this Pamphlet, of the cauſes of its late 'appearancy, 
the reaſmns for compiling of it, &c. The Sermon, to which i 
16 intended as a Reply, did not fall into my hands till ſome 
months after it was publiſbed, and for the reaſon given m g. 
4, Twas not in haste to put pen to paper; alſo, I was great) 
in hopes, ſome one more equal to he taſk, would have under- 
taken it. But no fuch perſon having stepped forth in the 
Vindication of this much injured people, either, perhajs, 
Jrom a ſuppoſition that the partiality of its Author was tn 
glaring to need confutation, or that the Diſcourſe was un. 
worthy the attention of every honest, ſenſible writer ; it was 
likely to remain unanſwered. Therefore, the Author of this 
| | | Reply, though well convinced of his inability to & meaſure 
| fwords, or break a pike, ** with one who ſhould be a Matter 
in Iſrael, has thrown together the foregoing remarks, which, 
though they need every indulgence from their readers, he 
hopes will guard the innocent and unwary from being mislead 
by the falſe-lights and ſophistical arguments contained in tht 
| Sermon: for he ſolemnly avers, he had no other intention in 
| making of them public, but to expoſe error and defend truth, ; 
| and though he may have failed in the attempt, he trusts he 
if Hall have the credit of meanjng well: and if, by the Authir 
[8 of the Diſcourſe or any of a 3 he ſhall be convinced if 
| | the futility of his arguments, or the untenableneſs of the de- 
Wl & -trines he has advanced, he will nat heſitate, avowedly ts de- 

| 

| 

| 


— — 


py — — * a 

, — = are ren gee a 

_ 1 — — — 

.— : — , - - - — 
= N a — — ren — H—„— 
— — ————— — _- 
— 1 
3 
3 —ů—— — — a 

——2—w 8 


— —— 8 
— aootay ds my een 


4 

'F 

j 
1 
1 
© 


—— 
—— — * 
— — — 
—— —¾¾4· 


knowledge his errors and to recant them; but this must be by 
arguments drawn from the Protestant's Rule of Faith, the 


"= Scriptures of Truth; or they will not, for one moment, merit 
bis attention. 


IWe 


pos reRIET CONTINUED, 


I themſelves, or their friends, for the denomination, Me- 
| thodiſts, by wwh:ch they are distinguifhed; but to a Student of 
| Christ Church, who endeavoured to stigmatize the Meſs, 


Weſley's, and their aſſociates with this appelation, while at 
Oxford. But, though intended as a term of reproach, what 


is there in the word Methodiſt, to frighten or degrade any 
perſon ? Its origin betrdys no diſgrace ; (wilo%, a Hd, i cum, 
& dg i. via & ordo, ars, via, &c: i. e. the way and 
order, skill, ſcience, rule, &c.) neither are the characters 


on whom it is affixed any diſhonour to Society, either as men, 
ar as christains. Nay, is it not evidently the contrary? for 


| none have been thus dignified, except thoſe who have deter- 


mined, and are enabled by divine grace, to & live godly in 


Christ Feſus.” For, as an able Divine long ſince ſaid, the 
Warld dont affix this Appelation upon Perſons of wicked and 
ſcandalously ſinful lives: Hence profane Swearers, Sabbath- 
Breakers, or any who live in Debauchery, exceſs of Drinking, 


are ſure to eſcape the name of Methadists.” In a word, it 


bas been, and ever will be, reflected upon thoſe, bath Ministers 
aud People, who teach, believe and pradtiſe the obſolete Doc- 
trines of the Church of England; and only upon ſuch, as 
thus endeavour to frame their lives and ſentiments according 


to the writings of Feſus Christ and his Apostles. 


Let us not then, my Brethren, be aſpamed of the name, 
but confider it as another denomination for a true diſciple of 
the Lord Feſus Christ : and let us manifest unto all, by th, 
purity of our doctrines and the uprightneſs of our lives, not 
only & that oe have been with ayes” but that & we are not 
oſpamed of the Goſpel of Christ, knowing that © it is the 
Power of God unto ſalvation, to every one that believeth . 


FINIS. 


M will now briefly aſſert that this people are not indebted 
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